CPRE South West

Annex to BMV briefing note, 2011

Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) Statistics from Natural England
· an annex to our 2010 briefing note on 

Best and Most Versatile (BMV) agricultural land

We hope the data below may assist CPRE branches and district groups in the South West with protecting Best and Most Versatile (BMV) agricultural land when commenting on draft local plans. It is derived from Natural England and is in the public domain.
The statistics below are given for individual local planning authority areas - with counties and unitary authority statistics first followed by districts - and are derived from the digital 1:250,000 scale Provisional Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) map.  
The Provisional ALC map was designed to provide strategic guidance on land quality and not for identifying the quality of individual parcels of land
.  It is based on reconnaissance surveys, rather than detailed field surveys, has a minimum mapping unit of approx 80 hectares and does not distinguish between 3a(BMV) and 3b (non BMV), as the map was created prior to the sub-division of Grade 3.  Consequently, there may be limitations in the data which reflect the limitations of the maps from which it is derived.  The maps themselves can be viewed on www.magic.gov.uk . (NB See our CPRE South West 2010 briefing note on BMV for further details.) 
The data for England as a whole shows 16.9% of all land as Grade 1 or 2, while the same figure for the South West is only 9.1%. The figures also show significant differences between local planning authority areas in the South West (even allowing for the limitations of the figures).  

The figures do not distinguish BMV land close to towns and cities, that might be subject to development pressure, from that in the wider countryside. A threat of development locally to even a small area of such land can be very significant, especially where there is existing or potential market gardening close to an urban area. Nonetheless we hope this will provide some overall context.
	England

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	354,562
	2.7

	Grade 2
	1,848,874
	14.2

	Grade 3
	6,290,210
	48.2

	Grade 4
	1,839,581
	14.1

	Grade 5
	1,100,305
	8.4

	Non agri
	655,856
	5.0

	Urban
	951,424
	7.3


	South West 

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	36,727
	1.5

	Grade 2
	180,085
	7.6

	Grade 3
	1,401,390
	58.9

	Grade 4
	437,784
	18.4

	Grade 5
	131,035
	5.5

	Non Agri
	108,586
	4.6

	Urban
	85,568
	3.6


Counties/Unitary Authorities

	Bath And North East Somerset

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	2,476
	7.1

	Grade 2
	943
	2.7

	Grade 3
	23,625
	67.3

	Grade 4
	3,867
	11.0

	Grade 5
	0
	0.0

	Non Agricultural
	625
	1.8

	Urban
	3,576
	10.2


	Bournemouth

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	265
	5.7

	Grade 3
	4
	0.1

	Grade 4
	533
	11.5

	Grade 5
	2
	0.0

	Non Agricultural
	209
	4.5

	Urban
	3,617
	78.1


	City Of Bristol

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	6
	0.1

	Grade 2
	26
	0.2

	Grade 3
	387
	3.5

	Grade 4
	110
	1.0

	Grade 5
	4
	0.0

	Non Agricultural
	241
	2.2

	Urban
	10,196
	92.9


	City Of Plymouth

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	358
	4.5

	Grade 3
	1,189
	14.9

	Grade 4
	16
	0.2

	Grade 5
	0
	0.0

	Non Agricultural
	220
	2.8

	Urban
	6,181
	77.6


	Cornwall County

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	326
	0.1

	Grade 2
	28,317
	8.0

	Grade 3
	216,517
	61.2

	Grade 4
	67,599
	19.1

	Grade 5
	23,367
	6.6

	Non Agricultural
	11,299
	3.2

	Urban
	6,250
	1.8


	Devon County

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	10,846
	1.7

	Grade 2
	34,400
	5.2

	Grade 3
	335,861
	51.2

	Grade 4
	185,427
	28.2

	Grade 5
	66,603
	10.1

	Non Agricultural
	12,287
	1.9

	Urban
	10,966
	1.7


	Dorset County

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	1,533
	0.6

	Grade 2
	9,567
	3.8

	Grade 3
	166,626
	65.5

	Grade 4
	44,357
	17.4

	Grade 5
	11,663
	4.6

	Non Agricultural
	15,888
	6.2

	Urban
	4,740
	1.9


	Gloucestershire County

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	2,883
	1.1

	Grade 2
	14,357
	5.4

	Grade 3
	186,369
	70.2

	Grade 4
	33,042
	12.4

	Grade 5
	1,243
	0.5

	Non Agricultural
	17,560
	6.6

	Urban
	10,142
	3.8


	North Somerset

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	2,522
	6.8

	Grade 2
	3,842
	10.3

	Grade 3
	22,469
	60.4

	Grade 4
	4,060
	10.9

	Grade 5
	322
	0.9

	Non Agricultural
	1,529
	4.1

	Urban
	2,451
	6.6


	Poole

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	0
	0.0

	Grade 3
	729
	11.6

	Grade 4
	768
	12.3

	Grade 5
	1,243
	19.8

	Non Agricultural
	0
	0.0

	Urban
	3,525
	56.3


	Somerset County

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	9,342
	2.7

	Grade 2
	33,366
	9.7

	Grade 3
	204,109
	59.3

	Grade 4
	61,706
	17.9

	Grade 5
	22,713
	6.6

	Non Agricultural
	6,572
	1.9

	Urban
	6,654
	1.9


	South Gloucestershire

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	311
	0.6

	Grade 2
	3,030
	6.1

	Grade 3
	37,355
	75.4

	Grade 4
	3,607
	7.3

	Grade 5
	35
	0.1

	Non Agricultural
	384
	0.8

	Urban
	4,822
	9.7


	Swindon

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	91
	0.4

	Grade 2
	4,115
	17.9

	Grade 3
	13,078
	56.8

	Grade 4
	2,056
	8.9

	Grade 5
	0
	0.0

	Non Agricultural
	363
	1.6

	Urban
	3,306
	14.4


	Torbay

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	987
	15.3

	Grade 3
	1,272
	19.7

	Grade 4
	249
	3.9

	Grade 5
	0
	0.0

	Non Agricultural
	191
	3.0

	Urban
	3,756
	58.2


	Wiltshire County

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	6,389
	2.0

	Grade 2
	46,513
	14.3

	Grade 3
	191,799
	58.9

	Grade 4
	30,387
	9.3

	Grade 5
	3,841
	1.2

	Non Agricultural
	41,219
	12.7

	Urban
	5,384
	1.7


Districts

	Bath and North East Somerset

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	2,476
	7.1

	Grade 2
	943
	2.7

	Grade 3
	23,625
	67.3

	Grade 4
	3,867
	11.0

	Grade 5
	0
	0.0

	Non Agricultural
	625
	1.8

	Urban
	3,576
	10.2


	Bournemouth

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	265
	5.7

	Grade 3
	4
	0.1

	Grade 4
	533
	11.5

	Grade 5
	2
	0.0

	Non Agricultural
	209
	4.5

	Urban
	3,617
	78.1


	Caradon District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	9,948
	15.0

	Grade 3
	36,980
	55.7

	Grade 4
	13,814
	20.8

	Grade 5
	4,065
	6.1

	Non Agricultural
	716
	1.1

	Urban
	880
	1.3


	Carrick District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	6,269
	13.6

	Grade 3
	33,912
	73.8

	Grade 4
	2,789
	6.1

	Grade 5
	93
	0.2

	Non Agricultural
	1,731
	3.8

	Urban
	1,151
	2.5


	Cheltenham District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	21
	0.5

	Grade 2
	67
	1.4

	Grade 3
	1,205
	25.8

	Grade 4
	736
	15.8

	Grade 5
	0
	0.0

	Non Agricultural
	83
	1.8

	Urban
	2,551
	54.7


	Christchurch District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	891
	17.7

	Grade 3
	57
	1.1

	Grade 4
	1,188
	23.6

	Grade 5
	168
	3.3

	Non Agricultural
	1,489
	29.5

	Urban
	1,247
	24.7


	City of Bristol

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	6
	0.1

	Grade 2
	26
	0.2

	Grade 3
	387
	3.5

	Grade 4
	110
	1.0

	Grade 5
	4
	0.0

	Non Agricultural
	241
	2.2

	Urban
	10,196
	92.9


	City of Plymouth

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	358
	4.5

	Grade 3
	1,189
	14.9

	Grade 4
	16
	0.2

	Grade 5
	0
	0.0

	Non Agricultural
	220
	2.8

	Urban
	6,181
	77.6


	Cotswold District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	611
	0.5

	Grade 2
	4,836
	4.2

	Grade 3
	97,951
	84.1

	Grade 4
	8,846
	7.6

	Grade 5
	61
	0.1

	Non Agricultural
	3,722
	3.2

	Urban
	425
	0.4


	East Devon District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	5,530
	6.8

	Grade 2
	4,483
	5.5

	Grade 3
	52,951
	65.0

	Grade 4
	14,138
	17.3

	Grade 5
	123
	0.2

	Non Agricultural
	2,429
	3.0

	Urban
	1,861
	2.3


	East Dorset District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	876
	2.5

	Grade 3
	21,189
	59.8

	Grade 4
	8,011
	22.6

	Grade 5
	2,197
	6.2

	Non Agricultural
	2,463
	7.0

	Urban
	701
	2.0


	Exeter District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	583
	12.4

	Grade 2
	111
	2.3

	Grade 3
	667
	14.2

	Grade 4
	644
	13.7

	Grade 5
	55
	1.2

	Non Agricultural
	0
	0.0

	Urban
	2,656
	56.3


	Forest of Dean District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	1,557
	3.0

	Grade 2
	4,611
	8.7

	Grade 3
	27,272
	51.7

	Grade 4
	5,420
	10.3

	Grade 5
	102
	0.2

	Non Agricultural
	12,264
	23.2

	Urban
	1,545
	2.9


	Gloucester District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	9
	0.2

	Grade 2
	58
	1.4

	Grade 3
	1,116
	27.3

	Grade 4
	232
	5.7

	Grade 5
	0
	0.0

	Non Agricultural
	169
	4.1

	Urban
	2,498
	61.2


	Kennet District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	5,012
	5.2

	Grade 2
	17,833
	18.4

	Grade 3
	50,902
	52.7

	Grade 4
	5,298
	5.5

	Grade 5
	1,285
	1.3

	Non Agricultural
	15,652
	16.2

	Urban
	680
	0.7


	Kerrier District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	4,883
	10.4

	Grade 3
	30,129
	63.9

	Grade 4
	7,070
	15.0

	Grade 5
	1,854
	3.9

	Non Agricultural
	2,296
	4.9

	Urban
	920
	2.0


	Mendip District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	164
	0.2

	Grade 2
	4,428
	6.0

	Grade 3
	51,842
	70.1

	Grade 4
	14,555
	19.7

	Grade 5
	710
	1.0

	Non Agricultural
	679
	0.9

	Urban
	1,565
	2.1


	Mid Devon District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	3,181
	3.5

	Grade 2
	10,048
	11.0

	Grade 3
	58,824
	64.4

	Grade 4
	18,131
	19.9

	Grade 5
	46
	0.1

	Non Agricultural
	252
	0.3

	Urban
	811
	0.9


	North Cornwall District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	3,389
	2.8

	Grade 3
	67,711
	56.9

	Grade 4
	33,863
	28.4

	Grade 5
	11,438
	9.6

	Non Agricultural
	1,981
	1.7

	Urban
	717
	0.6


	North Devon District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	2,693
	2.5

	Grade 3
	51,163
	47.3

	Grade 4
	41,354
	38.2

	Grade 5
	10,091
	9.3

	Non Agricultural
	1,252
	1.2

	Urban
	1,599
	1.5


	North Dorset District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	390
	0.6

	Grade 2
	2,517
	4.1

	Grade 3
	47,381
	77.8

	Grade 4
	9,001
	14.8

	Grade 5
	674
	1.1

	Non Agricultural
	958
	1.6

	Urban
	0
	0.0


	North Somerset

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	2,522
	6.8

	Grade 2
	3,842
	10.3

	Grade 3
	22,469
	60.4

	Grade 4
	4,060
	10.9

	Grade 5
	322
	0.9

	Non Agricultural
	1,529
	4.1

	Urban
	2,451
	6.6


	North Wiltshire District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	870
	1.1

	Grade 2
	7,279
	9.5

	Grade 3
	52,445
	68.3

	Grade 4
	12,544
	16.3

	Grade 5
	346
	0.5

	Non Agricultural
	1,518
	2.0

	Urban
	1,765
	2.3


	Penwith District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	326
	1.1

	Grade 2
	2,261
	7.5

	Grade 3
	19,147
	63.5

	Grade 4
	2,642
	8.8

	Grade 5
	2,733
	9.1

	Non Agricultural
	1,820
	6.0

	Urban
	1,225
	4.1


	Poole

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	0
	0.0

	Grade 3
	729
	11.6

	Grade 4
	768
	12.3

	Grade 5
	1,243
	19.8

	Non Agricultural
	0
	0.0

	Urban
	3,525
	56.3


	Purbeck District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	242
	0.6

	Grade 3
	16,971
	41.9

	Grade 4
	8,859
	21.9

	Grade 5
	5,295
	13.1

	Non Agricultural
	8,799
	21.8

	Urban
	290
	0.7


	Restormel District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	1,567
	3.5

	Grade 3
	28,638
	63.8

	Grade 4
	7,420
	16.5

	Grade 5
	3,185
	7.1

	Non Agricultural
	2,755
	6.1

	Urban
	1,357
	3.0


	Salisbury District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	171
	0.2

	Grade 2
	12,556
	12.5

	Grade 3
	62,815
	62.6

	Grade 4
	7,330
	7.3

	Grade 5
	1,449
	1.4

	Non Agricultural
	14,936
	14.9

	Urban
	1,156
	1.2


	Sedgemoor District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	1,989
	3.5

	Grade 2
	8,576
	15.3

	Grade 3
	35,641
	63.6

	Grade 4
	5,750
	10.3

	Grade 5
	991
	1.8

	Non Agricultural
	1,456
	2.6

	Urban
	1,650
	2.9


	South Gloucestershire

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	311
	0.6

	Grade 2
	3,030
	6.1

	Grade 3
	37,355
	75.4

	Grade 4
	3,607
	7.3

	Grade 5
	35
	0.1

	Non Agricultural
	384
	0.8

	Urban
	4,822
	9.7


	South Hams District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	6,473
	7.3

	Grade 3
	53,183
	59.9

	Grade 4
	15,237
	17.2

	Grade 5
	11,702
	13.2

	Non Agricultural
	1,392
	1.6

	Urban
	741
	0.8


	South Somerset District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	4,496
	4.7

	Grade 2
	10,166
	10.6

	Grade 3
	67,431
	70.3

	Grade 4
	11,703
	12.2

	Grade 5
	345
	0.4

	Non Agricultural
	322
	0.3

	Urban
	1,443
	1.5


	Stroud District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	2,546
	5.5

	Grade 3
	29,835
	64.7

	Grade 4
	9,933
	21.5

	Grade 5
	901
	2.0

	Non Agricultural
	853
	1.8

	Urban
	2,065
	4.5


	Swindon

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	91
	0.4

	Grade 2
	4,115
	17.9

	Grade 3
	13,078
	56.8

	Grade 4
	2,056
	8.9

	Grade 5
	0
	0.0

	Non Agricultural
	363
	1.6

	Urban
	3,306
	14.4


	Taunton Deane District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	2,498
	5.4

	Grade 2
	7,004
	15.1

	Grade 3
	28,832
	62.3

	Grade 4
	5,608
	12.1

	Grade 5
	714
	1.5

	Non Agricultural
	7
	0.0

	Urban
	1,587
	3.4


	Teignbridge District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	1,552
	2.3

	Grade 2
	6,890
	10.2

	Grade 3
	31,000
	45.9

	Grade 4
	12,893
	19.1

	Grade 5
	7,325
	10.8

	Non Agricultural
	5,989
	8.9

	Urban
	1,908
	2.8


	Tewkesbury District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	686
	1.7

	Grade 2
	2,238
	5.4

	Grade 3
	28,989
	69.9

	Grade 4
	7,876
	19.0

	Grade 5
	179
	0.4

	Non Agricultural
	469
	1.1

	Urban
	1,058
	2.5


	Torbay

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	987
	15.3

	Grade 3
	1,272
	19.7

	Grade 4
	249
	3.9

	Grade 5
	0
	0.0

	Non Agricultural
	191
	3.0

	Urban
	3,756
	58.2


	Torridge District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	1,383
	1.4

	Grade 3
	49,111
	50.0

	Grade 4
	44,196
	45.0

	Grade 5
	2,655
	2.7

	Non Agricultural
	180
	0.2

	Urban
	784
	0.8


	West Devon District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	2,320
	2.0

	Grade 3
	38,962
	33.6

	Grade 4
	38,835
	33.4

	Grade 5
	34,607
	29.8

	Non Agricultural
	793
	0.7

	Urban
	605
	0.5


	West Dorset District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	1,142
	1.1

	Grade 2
	5,040
	4.6

	Grade 3
	78,916
	72.8

	Grade 4
	17,171
	15.8

	Grade 5
	3,217
	3.0

	Non Agricultural
	1,378
	1.3

	Urban
	1,546
	1.4


	West Somerset District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	195
	0.3

	Grade 2
	3,192
	4.4

	Grade 3
	20,363
	28.2

	Grade 4
	24,089
	33.3

	Grade 5
	19,953
	27.6

	Non Agricultural
	4,109
	5.7

	Urban
	409
	0.6


	West Wiltshire District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	337
	0.7

	Grade 2
	8,845
	17.1

	Grade 3
	25,637
	49.6

	Grade 4
	5,216
	10.1

	Grade 5
	761
	1.5

	Non Agricultural
	9,113
	17.6

	Urban
	1,782
	3.4


	Weymouth and Portland District

	Grade
	Hectares
	%

	Grade 1
	0
	0.0

	Grade 2
	0
	0.0

	Grade 3
	2,112
	51.4

	Grade 4
	127
	3.1

	Grade 5
	112
	2.7

	Non Agricultural
	801
	19.5

	Urban
	957
	23.3


******
� The map was originally published as a regional series of paper maps in 1977, and Ordnance Survey Boundary Line 2003.
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