CPRE South West, April 2011


CPRE South West – Annual Report 2010 
Local planning and housing (goals 1.1 and 1.2)
· Local Development Frameworks (LDFs) Our priority for the year was to support branches in their input to LDFs, with work being carried out by many local planning authorities (or anticipated) on Core Strategies. We organised a seminar to exchange best practice and our RPO then developed a series of briefing notes based on the presentations, discussion and information gathered. These are available on www.cpresouthwest.org.uk  and cover: overall key points, including the need for a ‘golden thread’ approach; housing allocations; Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessments and a brown-field-first approach; affordable housing; Green Infrastructure; economic aspects, including regeneration; and transport; with one to be developed on landscape (see below).
· After the May election, our RPO circulated information to our Planning and Housing Topic Groups on the changing status of Proposed Changes to draft RSS for the South West (2008) and we fed back field views to national office to inform its campaigning on the Government's proposals for planning reform.
· Housing allocations and affordable housing Our RPO attended a South West Observatory seminar on local population projections and distributed information on this and the latest national household projections to our Planning and Housing Topic Groups. We made affordable housing a high a priority, with a workshop within our LDF seminar, discussion at our management group meeting and our chairman speaking on the media on the issue. Our briefing note on the topic includes a list of criteria for the sustainable delivery of affordable housing in rural communities and potential mechanisms to assist delivery. 
· Local Economic Partnerships (LEPs) Our RPO attended a South West Councils seminar in November to keep us up to speed on developments. Two LEPs had by then been announced for the South West: Cornwall & Isles of Scilly; and West of England covering the Avonside branch area).

· Green Infrastructure (GI) We included a workshop on GI as part of our LDF seminar, led by our vice chairman, Richard Lloyd, and developed a briefing note from it reminding branches of the very useful policy on the subject in Proposed Changes to draft RSS for the South West and how it can complement green belt. 
· Coastal issues and marine planning  We nominated Robin Hogg to sit on the task group drawing up a national CPRE policy position on the coast and compiled comments to contribute via our newly established e-group for coastal issues. Our RPO circulated a briefing note on the latest national and South West planning policy situation on undeveloped coast. In August she attended a seminar on the new national proposals for marine planning and compiled our response to them for CPRE nationally, with our e-group contributing views. 
· Minerals Bob Brown, leader of our Minerals Topic Group, continued to contribute to South West Council’s Minerals Review Group, commenting on consultancy work for a review of the sub-regional apportionment of aggregates (following revised guidelines on regional aggregates in 2009). The review was terminated when the Government announced revoking regional strategies, but the consultancy work is available as evidence base for local minerals plans.
Energy (goal 1.3) 
· Members of our Energy Topic Group met with National Grid in May to discuss our concerns at proposals for a line of mega-pylons between Hinckley in Somerset and Avonmouth. By the year end we were delighted to learn that National Grid would explore both undergrounding and a route under the Severn Estuary, before making a decision on the proposed route. 
· The topic group compiled comments to contribute to the CPRE national office response to the new National Policy Statements (NPSs) on energy (both at the start of the year on the original drafts and at the end of the year on the revised versions). Natural England’s internal guidance on assessing onshore wind-farm development was published in the spring and reflected our input in 2009 recommending a criteria-based approach.  
Transport (goal 1.4)
· The South West Parliamentary Select Committee’s report on transport in the South West (published in February) reflected many of the points that we had made in our submission in 2009. We issued a press release and achieved some coverage. We nominated Henrietta Sherwin, leader of our Transport Topic Group, to the task group developing a national CPRE policy position statement on transport; held a workshop on transport within our seminar to exchange best practice on LDFs; and contributed to national CPRE campaigning to ensure that the proposals for planning reform fully consider the implications for strategic issues such as transport.  
Landscape (goal 2.1) 
· Paul Bryan won a Vodafone Foundation Award, enabling him to work for us for two months to collate information on landscape and historic landscape character assessments across the South West (link available via www.cpresouthwest.org.uk ). Paul gave a presentation at our LDF seminar and we plan a briefing note in 2011. 

· Our vice chairman, Richard Lloyd, chaired the annual plenary of Natural England’s South West Landscapes Partnership, which aims to raise the profile of the European Landscape Convention in the South West. Its work in 2010 included commissioning research on landscape policies in LDFs. Our RPO also gained representation for us on English Heritage’s South West Historic Environment Forum. 
· Catherine Le Grice Mack and our RPO continued to contribute to the South West Environment Network (SWEN), which launched its Environmental Priorities (with landscape identified as one of the key priorities) and the State of the South West Environment Report, 2010, (which includes a landscape chapter for the first time). Our RPO submitted a paper covering landscape issues to the final stages of SWRDA’s ‘environmental limits debate’ on the South West’s economy. 
Farming (goal 2.2) 
· We circulated an updated briefing on Best and Most Versatile (BMV) agricultural land in the summer, together with, for the first time, the maps we had obtained from Natural England for each branch covering the surrounds of major towns and cities. Many such areas are under pressure for urban extension in LDFs. 

· We held a Rural Affairs Topic group meeting in October with Ian Woodhurst joining us from national office. During the discussion we identified a number of key principles to contribute to CPRE’s national vision for agriculture, lobbying on CAP reform and response to the Government’s Environment White Paper. Our chairman, Tony Milton, and vice chairman, Richard Lloyd, attended the spring meeting of South West Chamber of Rural Enterprise (SWCoRE) on CAP reform. 
PR and Developing our Capacity (goals 3 and 4) 
· We held a first meeting of our new PR topic group to encourage exchange of best practice between branches and contributed thinking from it (on the wealth of local community-based stories with which CPRE is connected) to national office to inform its thinking for a new national flagship campaign. Our discussion confirmed that branches are best placed with contacts with the local media and we developed arrangements for sub-regional media spokespeople, with Georgie Bigg and Robin Hogg contributing for the Bristol and Plymouth sub-regions respectively. 
· Katherine Dalgety became our new volunteer Communications Officer, assisting with compiling information for our PR topic group and then taking on the task of sifting CPRE e-cuttings for South West mentions. Paul Fitzmaurice reinvigorated our search for an honorary regional group secretary located closer to the centre of the South West, whilst Somerset branch provided interim support.

CPRE South West: Accounts for year ended 31 December 2010
	
	2010
	
	2009

	Income
	
	
	

	Grants from branches (schedule 1)

	700.00
	
	700.00

	National Office
	7614.71
	
	9060.57

	Bank interest



	   55.61



	
	297.22



	Other
	0.00
	
	0.30

	Total Income
	8370.22
	
	10058.09

	
	
	
	

	Expenditure


	
	
	

	RPO costs (schedule 2)

	1340.34
	
	1635.92

	Volunteers expenses


	793.41
	
	2402.89

	  Subscriptions/leaflets


	250.00
	
	265.00

	Administration (schedule 3)
	440.53
	
	3641.49

	Consultancy (schedule 4)
	0.00
	
	1402.50

	Other (schedule 4)

	2902.65
	
	1150.00

	Total Expenditure
	5726.93
	
	10497.80

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Surplus (deficit) for the year
	2643.29
	
	(439.71)


	
	
	
	

	Balance sheet 31 December 2010

	
	
	

	
	2010
	
	2009

	Cash and deposits
	
	
	

	    COIF
	10700.00
	
	10700.00



	    Lloyds Bank
	3173.58
	
	2572.63

	
	13873.58
	
	13272.63


	Debtors/creditors


	
	
	

	     Cheques not debited
	256.88
	
	

	     Cheques not credited


	700.00
	
	

	
	143.12
	
	

	Net Assets
	14316.70
	
	11673.41

	     Represented by 


	
	
	

	    Surplus at 1 January 
	11673.41
	
	12113.12

	    Surplus (deficit) for year
	2643.29
	
	  (439.71) 

	
	14316.70
	
	11673.41

	
	
	
	


	Cash flow statement 2010

	Cash and bank balances at 1 January 2010
	13272.63


	Net Surplus for  year
	2643.29


	
	15915.92


	less: decreases in debtors
	1342.34

	        increases in creditors
	700.00

	Cash and bank balances at 31 December 2010
	13870.53

	

	Schedule 1  Grants from Branches

	Consultancy
	
	Normal
	
	Total

	
	Avonside
	
	
	75.91
	
	

	
	Cornwall
	
	
	45.68
	
	

	
	Devon
	
	
	106.78
	
	

	
	Dorset
	
	
	129.35
	
	

	
	Gloucestershire
	
	
	155.82
	
	

	
	Somerset
	
	
	79.68
	
	

	
	Wiltshire
	
	
	106.78
	
	

	
	Total
	0
	
	700.00
	
	700.00

	Schedule 2  RPO Expenses

	
	RPO travel expenses
	
	327.80



	
	RPO other 
	
	1012.54

	
	Total
	
	1340.34



	Schedule 3   Administration

	
	Meeting costs

	383.61



	
	Secretarial expenses

	56.92

	Total
	
	440.53

	Schedule 4  Consultancy and Other

	We commissioned no consultancy during 2010. ‘Other’ in 2010 is the amount of grant that we repaid to national office to extend RPO hours beyond that which the centre could afford. In 2009 ‘Other’ covered our contribution to the national CPRE analysis of the Government’s National Household Projections.
On the income side our grant from national office and bank interest rates fell. On the expenditure side we slashed our activity in response to national CPRE's financial situation and substantial savings were made by changing meeting location to a local church hall and reducing secretarial costs. Our paid secretarial post was discontinued and we are grateful for help-in-kind from Somerset branch to assist with minute taking while we search for a volunteer.  Further details of the breakdown of any of the above items are available on request from the treasurer. NB RPO salary and the former regional secretary's salary are not shown as they are included in the national CPRE salaries budget. 
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CPRE promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. www.cpre.org.uk  Ltd Co no: 4302973; Reg Charity no: 1089685
How we work – and changes during the year


The seven branches of CPRE in the South West operate collectively through CPRE South West to share best practise between branches particularly with regard to influencing decision-making processes within the South West to ensure that they reflect CPRE policies. The main focus of our work in recent years has been to influence the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) but this changed over 2010 as we responded to external changes. 


Following the election in May 2010, the Government announced its intention to revoke regional strategies, reform other aspects of the planning system and housing and affordable housing delivery, close regional Government Offices and replace Regional Development Agencies with a new system of business-led Local Economic Partnerships.  The main decision-making process on development therefore changed from being South West-wide to the 36 local planning authority level ‘local plans’, ie Local Development Frameworks – but with


Proposed Changes to draft RSS remaining a material consideration and /or 


important evidence base for these plans. 


The new Government also announced that it would not in the immediate future further explore the feasibility of Severn Estuary Tidal Power, so that we undertook


no further work on this topic.








Thank you to all South West Group members who have contributed over the year and to other branch members, national office staff, environmental partners and others who have helped us. A special ‘thank you’ to: Somerset branch for contributing time for its administrator, Becky Collier, to assist with minute taking; English Heritage for advice in advance of our LDF seminar; and to John Kirkman who stood down after a number of years of leading our energy topic group.
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