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NEW REPORT PUTS SPOTLIGHT ON FLAWED PLANS FOR DAMAGING ROAD BUILDING

Plans to dual the A303/A30 in the South West along its entire length are unnecessary, highly damaging to the environment, and risk undermining the economy in the region, according to a new report
 published by CPRE
 today (Wednesday).

The report has been produced as a major study into transport issues in the South West
 looks set to recommend dualling the A303 through the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  The transport study is one of over twenty set up by the Government to investigate how to tackle transport problems. 

NOTES TO EDITORS

A summary of the consultants report for CPRE

is attached.

Proposals to dual the A303 date back many years, yet CPRE’s report produced by consultants Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick found:

· ECONOMIC IMPACT: Dualling the A303 would make it easier to service the region from other parts of Britain and Europe, possibly harming local firms and leading to ‘economic leakage’.  It would damage a major economic asset for the South West – its superb countryside – which the region’s Tourism Strategy says is essential to protect; 

· NO TRAFFIC CASE:  There is no case for building a larger road on the basis of existing traffic levels which are below the upper limit designed for a single carriageway road.  This would continue to be so in 2016;

· ENVIRONMENTALLY DAMAGING:  Proposals to dual the A303 through the Blackdown Hills AONB would undermine Government policy to operate the strongest presumption against road building in designated countryside.  In analysing options, the official study has also not adhered to Government guidance by underplaying the environmental effects; and

· LITTLE EVIDENCE:  There are gaping holes in the information available to test whether new road building is required or would actually deliver the assumed benefits for local people or the region.

Paul Hamblin, CPRE’s Head of Transport Policy said:

‘The dualling of the A303 represents another dinosaur road scheme which is back on the agenda through these ‘Multi Modal’ transport studies.  The case advanced for road building rests largely on unproven assumptions, long standing assertions, and inadequate information.  Yet the damage to the beautiful Blackdown Hills is without question.  If New Labour means new transport solutions and not outdated road schemes, Ministers will need to urgently put these studies back on track.’    

The report recommends:

· filling the information gaps on where people are travelling from and to along the corridor to see how a package of local transport measures may have a bigger impact on reducing congestion;  

· examining reprioritising the A303/A30 as a ‘tourist route to the South West’ enabling a more pleasant travelling experience with the M4/M5 corridor clearly managed as the strategic route for traffic to the region; and  

· focusing on on-line safety measures such as crawler lanes to enable safe overtaking, and using variable speed limits for different times of day, rather than building entirely new roads or large scale dualling.

Henrietta Sherwin, CPRE’s South West Regional Transport Campaigner, added:

‘This report highlights that we will do the South West economy no favours by damaging the beauty of the countryside on which much tourism depends, and making it easier for businesses outside the region to access the South West.  What we need to do is spend money on getting a public transport system that actually links up, which will benefit those living here as well as those wishing to visit.  Road building just undermines any attempt to get to a point where there are real alternatives to the car.’

- END -
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�. The report, Review of the London to South West and South Wales Multi-Modal Study: Options for the A303/A30, was produced by Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick for CPRE, with financial support for the project from Restore UK.  Copies of the discussion, conclusions, and recommendations contained in the report are available to the press on request.  Please contact Nicola Frank at CPRE national office Tel: 020 7976 6433.


�. CPRE exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long term future of the countryside and to ensure change values its natural and built environment. Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen. We have 57,000 supporters, a branch in every county, eight regional groups, over 200 local groups and a national office in Westminster. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning. Our President is Prunella Scales.


�. The London to South West and South Wales Multi-Modal Study (SWARMMS) commenced in March 2000.  It was set up by the Government to identify solutions to congestion on the M4 and sections of the A303, the problems generated by seasonal traffic, development pressures in the Bristol area, and safety concerns on the A303.  SWARMMS has produced an ‘Emerging Strategy’ which includes proposals to provide ‘additional capacity along the A303/A30 corridor from the M3 into Cornwall’.  It is expected that SWARMMS will be completed by Summer 2002, after which the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions will be asked to consider its recommendations.  Details of the study are on the SWARMMS website http://www.swarmms.org.uk 
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