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Our comments on the White paper on Regional Governance submitted to Regional Assembly
From: Wendy Lutley 

To: Bryony Houlden 

Sent: Wednesday, July 03, 2002 11:29 AM

We had an internal CPRE seminar on the Regional White Paper recently in order to develop CPRE's view point. Some of the key points raised included:
 

1. Rural interests - Concern that with only a small number of elected members rural interests would get lost.
 

2. SEPs - The importance of the SEPs ref their value in expert fields and region-wide perspective and the need to take this forward in the future.
 

3. Practical action - The fact that regionally we now have some good polices but need to make things happen and move towards with practical implementation (examples might include a sustainable tourism travel action plan with specific targets);
 

4. Funding for environmental projects - There is a lack of any specific environmental regional grant/funding, so that the regional projects which do get taken forward tend to have an economic or social lead. (Environment Agency funding is largely ring fenced for its role in enforcing legislation with relatively little for proactive projects.)
 

5. Environmental champion - There was discussion at REN in the winter re the lack of any specific environmental champion within GOSW. I guess this also applies to the Assembly staff team too.
 

6. Economic weighting - The RDA scrutiny role is in its early days and we need to monitor how effective it is. Does it really have sufficient weight, for example, to ensure a significant shift in the RDA budget towards skills? What would happen if we moved to an elected Assembly where RDA board is appointed by Assembly? I.e. unless the environmental strand of an Assembly is strengthened as above (ref funding & staff) and sustainability is built in as a key objective, decision-making could favour economic considerations. 
 

7. Sub-regions - Tie in with planning green paper/issues of sub-regions, etc needs careful consideration when we know how the Government is likely to proceed on the planning green paper - especially in relation to not losing the best of county planning/structure plan tier (where much of the region's local authority expertise in environmental issues is to be found).
 

8. Integrated Regional Strategy - could be a chance to address some of the above - a way of taking the Sustainability Framework forward into practical action, with actions to set up working groups to establish action plans for a number of key projects.
 

9. Regional Environmental strategy - currently being worked on to contribute to the Integrated Strategy is therefore important and needs to identify specific projects across the full range of the environmental sector (natural environment; historic environment; wise use of natural resources/waste minimisation; and related training needs) so that the environmental strand is strong in the final integrated strategy - inc showing how env projects add-value to social and economic objectives.
 

Additional comments made subsequently: 

We would want whatever framework may be agreed to:

· work efficiently, with clear lines of decision-making;
· give priority to the environment, ie quality of life rather than being fixated on GDP growth;
· give a fair voice to the rural interest, rather than being swamped by the urban majority;
· apply the subsidiarity principle, in being accountable to local communities for decisions that affect them;
· take full account of the immense, if unmeasurable, opportunity costs of any radical re-structuring, in confusion, insecurity, distraction from the main tasks in hand, etc. normally lasting for years.
10. Sub-regions When/if further thought is given to sub-regional arrangements it will be very important to recognise the self-containment and strength of identity with old counties, particularly, for example, for Dorset and Cornwall.

 

11. Delivery The importance of strategies being tied in with action planning and Assembly's role in facilitating/co-ordinating to actually make things happen.

12. Quality decision making Finding ways, with either a voluntary Assembly or an elected one, to ensure members are well informed and make decisions on a regional cross-interest and sustainable basis ( training/ induction for new members inc sustainability, procedural arrangements and guidelines, etc).  

These comments relate to the South West and form a contribution only to CPRE’s final national view on regional governance.
**************************


