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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTROVERSY LOOMS OVER NEW ROAD BUILDING  THROUGH TRANQUIL COUNTRYSIDE 

CPRE
 today vowed to fight damaging plans to widen the A303 and A358 in the South West through tranquil countryside.

The pledge comes after a new transport report
, published today, proposes dualling the A358 between Illminster and Taunton to provide a new continuous dual carriageway between the M3 and M5, recommends significant dualling of the A303 along its length, and leaves the option open to dual the A303 through the sensitive Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
 on the Somerset/ Devon border.

The study, the largest of over twenty ‘Multi-Modal Studies’ established by the Government to address transport problems was published in Taunton today (Thursday).  It comes on the same day as Government statistics reveal that, nationally, traffic growth is currently greatest on rural roads
.  

Paul Hamblin, CPRE’s Head of Transport Policy said:

‘There’s a big storm brewing here.  New road building will bring only short term relief from congestion yet it will do lasting damage to the beauty and tranquillity of the countryside.  Solutions lie in tackling the very high proportion of local traffic which uses the M4/M5, not in investing millions on an ‘over-flow’ road corridor
’.

He continued:

‘Valuable landscapes are now threatened by road plans designed to shave just 12 minutes off a six hour, 310 mile journey
, between London and Penzance by 2016, and achieve an 8 minute saving on a 4hr 25 minute journey from London to Plymouth.  We know from bitter experience that new roads generate more traffic and are a one way ticket to even more congestion and pollution in future.’  

CPRE points out that:

· the study has admitted that the economic case for new road building has not been addressed sufficiently
;

· the study includes important proposals for rail improvements in the region which, themselves, will be undermined by new road building; and 

· local transport solutions in the Bristol and Taunton area would more effectively tackle the problems of traffic and congestion at source. 

Henrietta Sherwin, CPRE’s South West Regional Transport Campaigner, added:

‘The study has improved our knowledge of the transport system in the region and made some good suggestions for the way forward.  But the considerable plans for new road building, including the dualling of the A358, will fuel traffic growth and undermine other elements in the strategy.’

Paul Hamblin concluded: 

‘The Government’s programme of transport studies appear to be recommending significant new road building which will re-open the conflicts of the past.  If it is to move forward it needs to lay to rest, once and for all, plans to dual the A303 through the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and ensure maximum effort is given to improving public and local transport provision.’    

- END -
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An ISDN audio line is available - contact the national press office for details.

�. CPRE exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long term future of the countryside and to ensure change values its natural and built environment. Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen. We have 57,000 supporters, a branch in every county, eight regional groups, over 200 local groups and a national office in Westminster. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning. Our President is Prunella Scales.


�. The report being published today is the culmination of a two year study (costing over £2.5m) examining the transport problems in the regions.  The London to South West and South Wales Multi-Modal Study (SWARMMS) commenced in March 2000 and was set up by the Government to identify solutions to congestion on the M4 and sections of the A303, the problems generated by seasonal traffic, development pressures in the Bristol area, and safety concerns on the A303.  It was launched at the Brew House Theatre in Taunton.  The report will be considered by the South West Regional Assembly, before being sent to Ministers for a final decision.


�. The final SWARMMS report states, regarding the controversial A30/A303 Marsh-Honiton stretch, ‘this section has been considered, along with the A303 Illiminster-Marsh scheme, against an alternative scheme that would upgrade the A358 between Illminster and the M5 at Taunton.  Providing the feasibility of the A358/M5 connection is established, an upgrade to the A358 is preferred.  In this instance, the A30/A303 Marsh-Honiton scheme in its current form would be dropped.  However, it has not been possible within SWARMMS to establish the absolute certainty of finding an acceptable means of connecting an upgraded A358 at its northern end with the M5.  Therefore, it is recommended that both options, to upgrade either the A303/A30 (Marsh-Honiton and Illiminster-Marsh) or A358, are retained until greater clarity is established on feasibility’. 


�. The Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions has today (Thursday) published quarterly statistics on traffic levels.  These show that in the first quarter of 2002, compared to the equivalent in 2001, motorway traffic rose by 3% and traffic on rural roads increased by 4%.     


�. A very high proportion of traffic using the M4/M5 is local traffic.  Rather than providing alternatives for those movements, the SWARMMS study argues that upgrades on the M3/A303/A358 corridor should reduce pressure on that route. 


�. London to Penzance is 310 miles and, according to AA road maps typically takes 5hrs 57 minutes at present. 


�. A report undertaken by DTZ Pieda Consulting for the SWARMMS study noted that ‘to fully understand the wider economic effects of the individual components of the strategy would require… detailed assessments of local property markets and business surveys.  This would be required in particular to assess the wider economic effects of the strategy in the Principal Urban Areas in the South West.  Such work has been outside the scope of this study.’
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