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From: CPRE South West

To: South West MPs                                                                           May 2005

Environmental issues for the South West

I write briefly: to congratulate you on your recent election success; to introduce ourselves as the grouping of the seven CPRE branches in the South West tackling those problems on which decisions are made regionally (including our two “green” Members of the Regional Assembly); and to brief you on what we see as the main issues.

For many years everyone concerned, in all regional strategies, has seen the South West’s environment as its main asset – for its economy as well as its quality of life.

We already have the fastest growing population of any English region, with the resultant environmental damage – total demand for housing, greenfield land, energy, road space etc being, of course, the average per person times the number of people. Our monitoring shows 17 per cent growth in light pollution in 9 years and 20 per cent loss of tranquillity in 30 years. 

Of course some in-migration is bound to continue. But we will oppose all policies which drive it, led by uncontrolled housing growth. The Regional Spatial Strategy should aim to manage change, not fuel growth – indefinite growth, in numbers or consumption, being physically impossible anyway.

We will be pressing for improved implementation of the ‘Plan, monitor and manage’ approach to housing, good quality urban regeneration, priority for the affordable housing for local need and increased emphasis on skills and value-added as a more sustainable approach to the region's economy. 

This entails grappling with new and more sophisticated “real-cost economics” to address both prosperity and protecting the environment; and we look forward to working with you on it.

I wish you very well with your challenging job.

Yours sincerely, 

Roger Martin

Regional Chairman
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