CPRE South West







April 2005

Summary of response to draft South West Regional Housing Strategy 2005 -16

We recognise the considerable amount of work already done to develop the draft document, but feel that further work is needed to make it a useful and user-friendly document that adds value regionally and fully promotes a sustainable approach that protect the environment. Our response to the consultation questionnaire (attached) relates to the need to:

· develop a series of overarching principles to ensure sustainability (incorporating elements from policy in RPG10 and the Future Foundation checklist);

· fully proof the final strategy for sustainability in the light of the House of Commons environmental audit committee report on Housing: Building a Sustainable Future.
· develop action from firm evidence, based on RPG10 monitoring;

· clarify what issues will be covered by the Regional Housing Strategy and what will be covered by the Regional Special Strategy and its delivery plan;

· prioritise within the actions on new homes the provision of affordable housing to meet local need; 

· develop monitoring of the delivery of privately funded affordable homes within the region under Section 106 and other mechanisms (currently no adequate monitoring);

· develop monitoring of affordable housing policy, targets and thresholds within local plans in the region to estimate how much additional stock might realistically be provided in the future via Section 106 and other privately funded mechanisms;

· assuming realistic levels of Government funding and private sector delivery; identify the remaining shortfall in affordable provision against the RPG10 indicative target and promote innovative community-based solutions to address the shortfall;

· otherwise focus initiatives on new build on improving the delivery of genuinely mixed communities: improving practice from simply ‘tagging on’ affordable homes; and improving the proportion of smaller lower-priced units within market housing (within the context of urban renaissance and relating homes and jobs more closely);

· develop a pilot scheme to develop best practice in Plan, monitor and manage and the phasing of the provision of new homes in tandem with community services, infrastructure and jobs; 

· develop a regional training programmes to: disseminate best practice in the use of Section 106 and other mechanisms to provide affordable homes: disseminate best practice on the practical implementation of Plan, monitor and manage and phasing.

· create a regional team of urban design and density officers (to parallel the regional team of rural housing enablers);

· support the development of environmental technical aid centres to contribute to urban renaissance and the development of sustainable communities.
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