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Chairman's introduction

The Regional workload increased further in 2004. The big step was the grant to the Regional Assembly (under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004) of statutory planning powers - the confusingly titled "Regional Spatial Strategy" (RSS), which is meant to decide the big picture on future development. Other regional "Strategies", bearing varying relationships to actual future events, advanced too. 

Despite rejection of elected Assemblies in the North East referendum, which leaves the future of regional government in limbo, I expect the regional agenda to continue to grow, given its current momentum. As usual, the trick was to distinguish between the wheat and the chaff, concentrate on the former and ignore the latter. 

Our biggest single message by far is that the obsession with "growth" leads to a grossly wrong-headed confusion of GDP and quality of life. They are in fact quite different, and can often conflict. The taboo on any serious discussion of population growth, regionally, nationally or globally, compounds the problem. Deliberately attracting "inward investment" to be staffed by additional in-migrants, for instance, increases house prices, pressure on land, water and energy supplies, road congestion, waste and emissions without necessarily any comparable benefit. 

We need better jobs for many in the region, and new ones in the (few) areas of unemployment; but any more than that need critical scrutiny in the light of "full-cost" economics, not just ever more people earning and spending ever more money. As we said in our press release on the RSS, we need more skills and more value-added in the region, while rigorously conserving the regional rural environment, which all agree is a huge element in everyone's quality of life.
   

"Sustainable growth" is an oxymoron; so I suspect that taking on the conventional economists will be our biggest challenge next year. "Affordable homes for local need" will be among our main practical campaigning themes.

On a more cheerful note, I was enormously gratified by the final abandonment by Government of the daft scheme to drive a new A303/30 dual carriageway through the heart of the Blackdowns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)- recalling the long and frustrating fight we launched with the Wildlife Trust at the Inquiry in the Yarcombe village hall some 10 years ago.
Roger Martin, Chairman CPRE South West

January 2005 


How we work 

The seven branches of CPRE in the South West operate collectively as CPRE South West to influence regional decisions to ensure that they reflect CPRE policies. 

The main focus of our work is Regional Planning Guidance for the South West (RPG10) and its review to form the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS). Draft RSS will be submitted by Regional Assembly to Government at the end of 2005 with formal consultation and Public Examination expected in 2006. It will include annual housing allocations down to district level and sub-regional policies for ‘city-regions’.
The main bodies we deal with are: Regional Assembly (the Regional Planning Body) in Taunton; Government Office South West (GOSW) in Bristol; and the South West Regional Development Agency (SWRDA) in Exeter.

Our group includes: specialist volunteers nominated by Branches to our Topic Groups (transport, housing, etc); a part-time Regional Policy Officer (RPO); a Regional Chairman (the RPO's line manager); a Treasurer; and an Administrative Secretary; all accountable to a Management Group comprising the seven Branch chairmen, plus vice-chairs and “our” two Regional Assembly SEEPs. 

Between us all, we sit on countless regional committees, write countless letters and emails, and bang the rural/environmental drum as hard as we can.


Check our web site www.cpresouthwest.org.uk for our submissions. We developed our web site in 2004 to match the new national CPRE site and collated a district 

group e-mail list so that we can keep district groups in the region more 

closely in touch with our activity.

CPRE South West - achievements in 2004 

2004 was an important first year for us in influencing the RSS. This was against the difficult background of the Barker review and its recommendation to Government of increased levels of new housing. At the end of the year we were facing proposals for up to a fifty percent increase in the present regional annual housing allocation, when the South West is already the fastest growing of the English regions. 

RSS and Regional Assembly

Regional Assembly has been following an intensive and fast moving programme of research, consultation and review of RPG10 as the first stage of developing the RSS. We have contributed in many ways: to formal consultations, topic group reviews, participative seminars and via its Environment Support and RSS Members Groups.

· RSS Issues and Spatial Options - We responded to consultation on an Issues paper in January and on Spatial Options for Development in the autumn and kept branches aware of the potential for involvement in the city-region studies. 

· Integrated Regional Strategy - We won modifications to the last draft of the Integrated Regional Strategy to avoid assumptions of Predict and Provide.
· Social, Environmental and Economic Partners - Our two CPRE nominees  sat on the RSS Members group and a number of other relevant Assembly member working groups - a considerable commitment on a voluntary basis.

Housing and urban renaissance

· Regional Housing Forum - Our RPO continued to be the only voluntary environmental sector representative on the Forum. We contributed to preliminary consultation on the Regional Housing Strategy and commented on the draft of a study of regional housing markets.  

· Barker Review of housing - We drew the attention of both Regional Assembly and the Regional Housing Body to DEFRA's study into the environmental impact of the Barker proposals. CPRE's Head of Policy, Neil Sinden, joined us for a meeting with GOSW to discuss housing in the region.

· Density and Design - We wrote to GOSW with a proposal for a special South West initiative to increase housing density alongside good design. 

· Media coverage - We were interviewed on regional television housing features for the BBC Politics Show for both Points West (Bristol subregion) and Spotlight (Plymouth subregion) and issued a press release on the folly of continued high levels of development in the South West. 
· Touring Exhibition - Our branches collaborated on producing a touring exhibition to encourage good practice in new housing provision.

Transport  

· The Blackdown Hills - We were delighted when the Government announced that it would avoid the controversial proposal to dual the A30/303 across the Blackdown Hills AONB - but continued to voice our concern at the traffic growth that dualling will promote regardless of the route chosen.

· Regional Transport Study - We commented on the draft implementation plan for the current transport chapter in RPG10. It will inform the forthcoming round of local transport plans in the South West.

Rural and environmental policy 

· We contributed to reviews of both rural and environmental policy for the RSS and drew attention to the importance of protecting landscape beyond the nationally designated areas, particularly in view of the phasing out of structure plans and the designation within them of Areas of Great Landscape Value. 

· Catherine Le Grice-Mack, our nominee, continued to play an active role as vice chair of the Government's South West Rural Affairs Forum.

Economy and tourism
· Our RPO met the Regional Development Agency's Head of Planning and exchanged information with colleagues from other CPRE regions to help us lobby for more sustainable economic policies. 

· We raised the challenge of sustainable tourism travel in both consultation by Tourism South West on developing a Regional Tourism Strategy and Regional Assembly's scrutiny of the Regional Development Agency's work on tourism. 

Minerals, energy and waste

· Sub-regional apportionment of aggregates - Our minerals topic group’s submission contributed to Regional Assembly achieving clarification from Government that these are ‘indicative figures not targets’. We were invited to sit on Regional Assembly's minerals review task group for the RSS. 
· We established a new regional energy topic group to assist our branches in exchanging good practice in dealing with wind farm and other energy proposals and submitted comments on the draft Regional Waste Strategy. 
Working together 

· We continued to be actively involved with the Regional Environment Network (REN) and held meetings with the National Trust and Culture South West to flag up opportunities for collaboration in relation to RSS.

CPRE South West: Accounts for year ended 31 Dec 2004

INCOME




         2004
  

       2003

National office grants*


   (402.08)


 20000.00

Grants from branches (schedule 1)

     699.99


     699.99
    






Share of subscriptions
from NO

   6749.33

               6356.60


Bank interest




     219.57


     388.81    







========          
            ======== 

Total income




    7266.18

 
  27445.40







========


========

EXPENDITURE

Regional Policy Officer (RPO) costs*
 2236.16

   
20091.55
(schedule 2)

Volunteers expenses


497.80


  408.65

Volunteers other (secretary)*
  
   0.00


1650.00








-----------


------------

Volunteers total



   497.80


  2058.65

Subscriptions


             61.88


   100.00
 

Leaflets



210.00


       







--------------


-------------Total communications



     271.88


    100.00

Admin
(schedule 3)



   2194.99


  2038.53


 

Equipment (schedule 4)
   1092.91


  1146.58  ========

        =========

Total expenditure
   6365.14


 25435.31

=======

      ========

Surplus for the year
      913.67


  2010.09

* The changes from 2003 reflect the decision to pay regional staff (RPO and secretary) direct from National Office rather than via the regional account.

This resulted in the notional grant of £20,000 (unchanged from 2003) 

being more than absorbed by direct salary, National Insurance 

and other employment costs in 2004.

Balance sheet 31st December 2004








    2004 

    2003

Cash and deposits

COIF





3900.00

5900.00

    
Lloyds Bank




3736.19

  265.62 
  





7636.19

6165.62

Debtors

Cheques not credited

 556.90











 556.90

      0.00
Net assets





7079.29

6165.62
Represented by 


Surplus at 1/1/03



6165.62

2010.09


Surplus for year



  913.67

4155.53  

7079.29 6165.62

Cash flow statement 2004

Cash and bank balances at 1st January 2004


6165.62

Net Surplus for year





  913.67









7079.29




less:
decreases in debtors


  556.90





increases in creditors


      0.00
Cash and bank balances at 31st December 2004

7636.19

Schedule 1  Grants from Branches

Avonside




  75.91

Cornwall




  45.68

Devon





106.78

Dorset





129.35

Gloucester




155.81

Somerset




  79.68

Wiltshire




106.78






699.90

Schedule 2 RPO costs
RPO expenses (travel and subsistence) 
1064.63




RPO expenses
(office costs)


1171.73
Total





2236.16
Schedule 3  Admin
Meeting costs (Brewhouse Theatre)

1374.15

Secretarial expenses



  691.38
Total





2038.53
Schedule 4  Equipment

Scanner for secretary



  200.00

Computer upgrade/ software for RPO
  892.91

Total






1092.91




          

Further detail of the breakdown of the above available on request from the treasurer.

CPRE South West

Chairman 


Roger Martin 

Vice Chairs


Geoffrey Sworder 





Michael Cowan 





Henrietta Sherwin 

Treasurer 


Paul Fitzmaurice 

National Executive 

Roger Martin 

Branch Representatives 
Alison Streatfield-James 


(Avonside) 





Chris Burton/Ian Hutton Penman
 
(Cornwall)



Jim Woollcombe 



(Devon) 





Terry Stewart/Howard Thomas

(Dorset) 





Robin Roach/Richard Lloyd


(Glos)





Christina Morgan/Cate Le Grice-Mack
(Somerset) 





George McDonic 



(Wilts) 

Topic Group Leaders 
Geoffrey Sworder 

Housing 





Wendy Lutley


Minerals 

Wendy Lutley


Regional Planning 

 



Cate Le Grice-Mack

Rural Affairs





Henrietta Sherwin 

Transport 





John Kirkman


Energy

Christine Gutteridge

Waste 

Topic specialists

Aviation 


Noel Brailsford




Railways 


Stephen Howard

Web site development
John Lee

Representatives on regional consultative bodies 
Henrietta Sherwin 
Highways Agency South West Environment Forum

Cate Le Grice-Mack 
Regional Rural Affairs Forum 

Regional Assembly SEEP

Howard Thomas         Regional Assembly SEEP

Wendy Lutley 

Regional Housing Forum




Regional Environment Network





Regional Assembly Environment Support Group





Regional Assembly Minerals Task Group 

Roger Martin 

South West Chamber of Rural Enterprise (CORE)

Regional Rural Development Plan Consultative Group

John Lock

South West Coast Path Forum

Regional Policy Officer: Wendy Lutley  CPRE South West   PO Box 9   Ilminster  Somerset   TA19 9YX    Email: wendy.cpre@cloveruk.net   Tel: 01460 55329

Regional Group Secretary: 
Derek Stanley  9 French Mill Lane  Shaftesbury

Dorset SP7 8EU Email: derek@dorset-cpre.freeserve.co.uk
   Tel: 01747 850720

*************

Thank you to Regional Group and branch members, national office staff, environmental partners and others who have helped during the year - and congratulations to our two nominees, Catherine Le Grice-Mack chair of Somerset branch and Howard Thomas chair of Dorset Branch, on their re-election in January 2005 as two of the three environmental ‘Social, Environmental and Economic Partners’ (SEEPs) of Regional Assembly.











Three things district groups can do





find out from the Regional Assembly web site www.southwest-ra.gov.uk who the Assembly member is for your district council and keep them informed of your views on appropriate levels of development for your district; 





keep your branch representative on our regional RSS/housing topic groups informed; 





make sure that your Local Plan/ Local Development Framework is in conformity with the urban renaissance and local-needs only policies in RPG10 (download RPG10 from the regional planning module of the South West Observatory � HYPERLINK "http://www.swrpm.org.uk" ��www.swrpm.org.uk� ).





Regional Assembly published the Regional Environmental Strategy (developed in conjunction with the Regional Environmental Network (REN)) last year. You can download it from the environment module of the South West Observatory � HYPERLINK "http://www.swenvo.org.uk" ��www.swenvo.org.uk� .
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