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Regulatory & Government Affairs Manager

Western Power Distribution

Avonbank, 
Feeder Road

Bristol, BS2 0TB
Dear Ms Sleightholm

STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION: OUR FUTURE–YOUR FUTURE

Thank you for consulting CPRE South West on your proposed business plan for 2010 – 2015. We are particularly concerned at the aspect of the consultation covered in Section 5 Undergrounding in National Parks.

As pointed out by CPRE Gloucestershire in its letter to you, we are concerned at the inaccuracy of the consultation, given that the potential allowance is for undergrounding schemes in protected landscapes. This includes Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) as well as National Parks – and there are a considerable number of AONBs in the South West.

It is also of great concern that your question is so worded to encourage rejection of investment in undergrounding. 
Both the current (RPG10) and the emerging Regional Spatial Strategy for the region include policies aimed at encouraging authorities and agencies to both conserve and enhance the region's outstanding environment. The environment is also identified there as a key driver of the region's economy. 
As CPRE Gloucestershire points out, other distribution companies have made good use of the allowance – and we would like to see South West England benefit in a similar way. Ofgem’s summary of activity (January 2007) shows progress being made by other Distribution Network Operators across the country.  It appears that Western Power is alone in currently not making use of the mechanism. 
There is, for example, considerable scope for added value through joint working with telecom projects and work in conjunction with improving the reliability of supply, particularly with regard to protecting the network against severe weather.

We would refer you to the Friends of the Lake District and the pages devoted on its website to its Overhead Wires Project. This includes links to its report A clear view - reducing the impact of overhead wires, 2003, and newsletters and fact sheets which provide examples of ways forward.  
We would remind you of your duty under Section 9 of the Electricity Act, set out in the company's statement, which states that you must consider and seek to minimise impact on the countryside, geological and physiographical features, flora, fauna, buildings or structures or objects of historic or archaeological interest.

Your aims include ensuring that you site : overhead lines with care and consideration to minimise the visual impact and nature conservation impact as far as possible  and that you continue to work with partners to selectively underground lines in appropriate sensitive locations to improve the appearance of countryside, towns or villages, whilst taking account of sites of particular archaeological or nature conservation interest.
Your Environmental statement also refers to the fact that you will .. meet our legal obligations for the preservation of amenity and  … where financially viable, lay underground lines in sensitive locations to improve the appearance of the countryside or towns. 
The allowance provided by the Electricity Distribution Price Control Review offers the opportunity to more fully implement these aims and creates the opportunity for financial viability. 

Your consultation document refers to the fact that WPD is choosing not to undertake this work due to the very high cost and the considerable resource implications – but we are not aware of contacts having been made to identify potential projects to determine cost and resource implications. 

We suggest that you contact the South West Protected Landscapes Forum as a start point with a view to developing a jointly agreed programme of priority schemes. This might be based on villages with conservation area status, coast and open access land regularly used for recreation and valued for their views, historic parkland and archaeological monuments, etc. 

We are not able to attend the stakeholder workshop in Exeter but hope you will give serious consideration to our written response.
Yours sincerely

Wendy Lutley

Regional Policy Officer
CPRE South West
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