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Renewable Energy in the South West — sub-regional electricity targets





Response to REVision 2010 questionnaire 





Section 1 Contact details – see separate email





Section 2 Planning the events





Question 7: Challenges 





Landscape issues – We understand that the sub-regional targets are likely to be a sub-division of the regional renewable energy target (a minimum of 11-15% of electric production to be from renewable energy sources by 2010, RPG10, Policy RE6), which is for the generation of power added to the electricity grid only. This regional figure includes some discounting to take account of nationally designated landscape areas – but our understanding is that no adjustment was made for the landscape value of the wider countryside. The target was also added to RPG at the last stage – after the Public Examination and without the chance for public debate. It is therefore very important to consider landscapes issues – especially as the market is such that the main generation to contribute to the electricity grid is likely to come from larger commercial wind-farm and biomass projects (both of which can have considerable landscape impact; the latter also having implications which need to be considered for wildlife).





Q8 – Opportunities 





Countryside character assessment provides a potential way forward in assessing the setting, scale and type of technology to find appropriate policies and solutions for renewable energy, which will not damage our landscapes in the South West (and their related social and economic value). We proposed a specific landscape working group in our response to consultation on the Renewable Energy Framework for the South West. 


We would draw your attention to Policy EN1 of RPG10 - where the last two bullet points refer to the importance of landscape character and of protecting the character of the countryside and environmental features that contribute towards that character. This can include features such as tranquility, lack of visual clutter, etc. Most districts would need to carry out a more detailed countryside character study than currently exists, to support their decision-making.





Section 3: Views





Q15 and 16 – Role of renewable energy and targets





We are deeply concerned that this questionnaire does not clarify the fact that the focus this current research project is on the renewable energy target  (i.e. electricity added to the grid) - and that therefore respondents may respond variously to this section. It is not clear as to what the question refers to electricity added to the grid only, or whether the question is intended to also cover combined heat and light, and other direct community and self-sufficiency energy projects.





Q17: Targets and encouraging a more sustainable way forward





We consider it is unsustainable to focus on a target for electricity added to the grid only. The region, sub-regions and districts need an integrated strategy where all aspects of energy conservation, energy demand, energy transfer, combined heat and light and community and other self-sufficiency energy projects are considered – along with aspects such as landscape to identify the most sustainable way forward. 





Our CPRE position is to:





welcome a more sustainable approach to energy;


stress the importance of energy conservation and demand issues in arriving at the most sustainable solution for the South West;


stress the importance of reducing the need to travel (including reducing food miles and encouraging a shift to more sustainable modes of transport);


stress the equal importance of combined heat and light schemes;


highlight the importance of setting, scale and type of technology in finding appropriate solutions for renewable energy, which will not damage our landscapes in the South West;


advocate the use of countryside character analysis to help in the development of appropriate polices; 


support the development of schemes to support community renewable energy and farm projects (these being more likely to be of a suitable scale for our landscapes and more likely to make a contribution to rural regeneration).


support energy conservation and community renewable schemes which will contribute to urban renaissance and make use of brown-field sites.





Q9: Other local issues — See above re community schemes and the tie in with rural and urban renaissance objectives for the region.





Q10: District targets — See above





Q18 — Type of technology





Offshore wind is likely to have serious landscape implications given the outstanding wilderness landscapes of our coasts in the South West.


On-shore wind and biomass – see above re landscape and bio-diversity concerns, which are especially crucial where larger commercial schemes are being considered.


Solar and small-scale hydro – Both have potential for consideration as part of community and other local combined heat & light and self-sufficiency schemes. 





Other – We would remind you of the importance of community renewable and other local self-sufficiency schemes.





Wendy Lutley


Regional Policy Officer


CPREsouthwest








�
Additional comments — following meeting with the study consultants and Countryside Agency February 2003





Renewable energy - protecting landscape interest 





The discussions we had on the potential use of the Countryside Character work seemed very useful. The draft material which the Countryside Agency holds, available in G SI format for the whole of the country, provides a very useful more detailed second tier desk-based analysis of countryside character which covers the whole of the South West - in addition to the more detailed Countryside Character assessments which may have been carried out for individual counties or areas.





It will also be important to look at criteria which give some further general guidance — and to flag up the need for appropriate training on conservation and environmental issues for those working in the field of environmental technology. 





There was a tendency, for example, to think of the potential landscape maps as a convenient way of identifying areas likely to be suitable or less suitable for particular types of renewables - despite our discussion on the need to think fully about any one particular case. It demonstrates the tendency to think of maps as hard and fast guidance - but they cannot really replace good-quality thinking with a full understanding of the conservation issues to be addressed. 





Hence why guidance which identifies criteria - and training - are still very important. Your discussions with the Environment Agency had evidently flagged up some potential criteria (which might, for example, include consideration of groundwater quality, soil erosion, flood plain issues, etc.) and why the Cricklade example is useful, because it illustrates the need for criteria which draw attention to the need to consider transport, flood plain issues, setting of historic towns, etc. 





Although the countryside character system is a joint approach, discussions with English Heritage and English Nature would also be important (if not already the case), because there will be particular issues relevant to their interests which might be helpful in developing criteria.


 


A look at the policies within RPG10 would also be a useful to helping identify some of the relevant criteria. 





Tranquility, quiet character and lack of visual clutter 





 RPG Policy EN: last bullet. Take measures to protect the character of the countryside and the environmental features that contribute towards that character, including the minimisation of light





We discussed the importance of quiet, tranquil and uncluttered countryside (copy of tranquility map jointly produced with the Countryside Commission sent). We can provide more information on how the tranquility mapping was carried out if this is of interest - as we compiling this for our evidence for the public examination of RPG10. As indicated in the meeting, although largely based on an analysis of noise relating to traffic levels on the road network, tranquility does have a wider implication, including lack of visual clutter. The RPG Public Examination inspector actually recommended that the wording above included reference to quiet character of the countryside (in recognition of its importance in the South West). 





2. Setting of historic buildings and settlements 





The relevant pointer in RPG10 is Policy EN3 last bullet. Take account of the landscape context and setting of buildings and settlements. This might cover the issues of the setting of historic parks and gardens, the setting of villages of conservation value and urban fringes where there is continuity between the historic part of a city and town and the adjacent landscape (for example the flood meadows which immediately abut the area around Salisbury Cathedral). 





3. Built environment and urban fringe 





Policy EN4, bullet point 5. Refers to the needs to protect and enhance the character of urban fringe areas. 





4. Also in RPG10 there is mention of the importance of undeveloped coast, the importance of urban renaissance and use of brown field sites, the importance of reducing the need to travel, the need to avoid significant increases in traffic on rural roads, etc – all of which will be important in considering the overall sustainability of a site. 





Wendy Lutley 


Regional Policy Officer 


CPREsouthwest 








