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Position statement on energy 





This statement summarises our regional position at September 2003 – please see our national web site www.cpre.org.uk for our national policy position statements and related publications on energy. 





A Regional Sustainable Energy Strategy 





There is an urgent need in the South West for a Regional Sustainable Energy Strategy – with a clear programme of deliverable action. It needs to move the region towards a demand management approach and champion use of the most appropriate renewable energy technologies to minimise landscape and other environmental impacts. The overall goal should be a reduction in carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions�. 





Both the recently published Regional Renewable Energy Strategy and Government Office South West acknowledge the need for a wider sustainable energy strategy. We now need to ensure that it is produced and delivers action.  





Managing energy demand — The South West is the fastest growing English region. Energy consumption is continuing to rise, both as a result of population growth (from net inmigration) and of growth in consumption per person. The Strategy therefore needs to identify actions that would help to reduce energy demand, including energy efficiency measures (such as improved building design) as a very high priority. This is in line with the Government's view (para 1.15 of the Energy White Paper published in spring 2003) that “Energy efficiency is likely to be the cheapest, safest way..” forward. 





Transport — Transport is almost certainly now the region’s biggest user of energy (It has overtaken domestic energy consumption nationally). The Strategy therefore needs to provide a framework to inform the Regional Transport Strategy and other plans, so that action is included to: reduce the need to travel; reduce reliance on car and road travel; and provide more energy-efficient public and freight transport options.





Renewable Energy and the electricity production target — The current focus in the region at present on a percentage target for electricity production added to the grid from renewable sources by 2010, could do little to reduce CO2 emissions. It is resulting in short-term economic assumptions that tend to favour large-scale on-shore wind energy and biomass schemes over other technologies, and could result in adverse landscape and environmental impacts.





Range of technologies — The Strategy therefore needs to take a longer-term and more sustainable approach, including both energy demand (as above), and the potential from a broader range of renewables — including Combined Heat and Power, other community, farm, self-sufficiency and local energy generation schemes, and small-scale technologies (such as solar, small-scale hydro and wood). Some technologies, such as heat pumps, are applicable now but are not being promoted widely enough. The pace of technological development creates further potential from wave and tidal power.





Research & development — The region should invest in research and development of technologies and design which could contribute to urban regeneration, as well as rural, and which are compatible with the conservation of the South West’s landscapes and other environmental attributes. 





Community renewables — CPRE South West successfully lobbied for a policy in Regional Planning Guidance for the South West (RPG10) to encourage community-based renewable energy schemes. We welcome the pilot programme that the Countryside Agency has since introduced to support their development and would like to see an on-going advisory service developed for communities – and similar support in urban areas. 





We think that community-based and local renewable schemes are more likely to be appropriate to our landscapes in terms of their size, scale and mix of technologies. They have good potential for development in tandem with local energy efficiency measures. They also have potential to contribute to regeneration though skills development and employment opportunities for local people. As with larger commercial schemes, they will require the highest locational and design standards.





Landscape and locational guidance  —There is an urgent need for Regional Assembly to develop criteria-based Locational guidance to assist with best practice to minimise adverse impact on landscape and other aspects of the environment. The guidance should recognise the value of the South West’s landscape (both within nationally designated areas and elsewhere, including its attributes of tranquillity and lack of built ‘clutter’) and the contribution it makes to quality of life, the economy and tourism.  There is also a need for higher standards in the preparation of environmental statements. 





Training and design — An associated training programme is needed to move the renewable industry in the region towards a fuller awareness of landscape and other environmental value and the highest standards of design. Training is also required to help planning professionals and decision-makers with the application of the landscape and environmental criteria that will be set out in the Locational guidance.





******


� The Government target is a 20% reduction (from 1990 levels) by 2010 and 60% by 2050.
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