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LIGHT POLLUTION GROWS RAPIDLY IN 

THE SOUTH WEST

Countryside campaigners today (Friday) put light pollution on the map in the South West, by publishing satellite data revealing how the starry night sky is disappearing across the region.

To launch its new Night Blight! campaign, CPRE
 has obtained data from US Air Force weather satellites. These show the extent of light pollution in the UK and how rapidly it is spreading.
 The data have been used to make striking national and regional colour maps, revealing very substantial growth over the past decade.

NOTE FOR EDITORS

Our pioneering South West map is attached to this release and can be downloaded from our website, www.cpre.org.uk, from the date and time of the embargo. Local and regional CPRE contacts are given at the end of this release.

Roger Martin, Chairman of CPRE’s South West Regional Group, says: ‘Star-filled night skies are one of the things that make our countryside so special. We’ve found they are disappearing fast because of careless, wasteful use of outdoor light.’

CPRE has joined with the British Astronomical Association (BAA), which represents thousands of amateur astronomers, to launch its new national campaign against light pollution. It includes detailed proposals for action by all those involved in outdoor lighting – central and local government, business and commerce and consumers and citizens.

Scientists have estimated that more than half the UK population will never see the Milky Way – our own galaxy – in the night sky around their homes because electric light is blotting it out.
 Of the 12 constellations featured in horoscopes, five have become entirely invisible in the most light-polluted skies – and the seven remaining ones are all missing some stars.

The land area in the South West experiencing severe light pollution – marked red and yellow on our maps – grew by 25% between 1993 and 2000. On average, the light shining upwards at night from each square kilometre in the region rose by 17% over those seven years. 

However, the South West still retains substantial areas with truly dark skies where people can enjoy an unimpeded, unpolluted view of the stars and planets. With 20% of its land area falling into this darkest category, only the North East of England – at 31% – can beat the South West for dark skies. 

Several celebrities are supporting the campaign, including rock star Brian May, who gave up studying for a PhD in astrophysics to become Queen’s lead guitarist.

He says: ‘I remember as a very small child being completely blown away by looking up into the night sky and wondering what it was all about. I support this campaign because I think kids, particularly, have a right to see the night sky.’

CPRE and the BAA say businesses and individuals can play an important part in tackling the issue by taking steps to prevent outdoor light spilling upwards into the night sky. But the time has come for Government to take a lead.

At present, light is not classified as a pollutant or a Statutory Nuisance and no Government department has been assigned a lead role in addressing the issue. The campaigners say Government must measure the extent of light pollution – just as the new maps do – and develop policies to prevent it from worsening.

In doing so, there is no need to compromise traffic safety or to make people feel any less safe when they are walking in towns and cities at night. CPRE and the BAA are not arguing for lights to be switched off – merely for them to be better directed so they don’t waste electricity lighting up the night sky. And if less electricity is wasted, then air pollution and emissions of climate-changing greenhouse gases are reduced.

CPRE’s Roger Martin says: ‘Light pollution has been talked about for more than a decade, but there’s still nowhere near enough awareness. Nor are there enough policies to prevent its rapid growth from continuing. That’s got to change, before we close our window on the universe and lose one of the most precious views there is.’

- END -
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An ISDN audio line is available - contact the press office for details.










�. CPRE exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long term future of the countryside and to ensure change values its natural and built environment. Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen. We have 59,000 supporters, a branch in every county, eight regional groups, over 200 local groups and a national office in central London. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning. Our President is Sir Max Hastings.


�. The data were analysed by the US federal government’s National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration. For further details, see pages 6 to 9 of our 32-page background report to the campaign, Night Blight! available from CPRE national office or see the Night Blight! section of our website, www.cpre.org.uk.


�. National and regional light pollution maps, along with a key and further information, can be downloaded from the new light pollution section of CPRE’s website, www.cpre.org.uk from the embargo date and time at the top of this release.


�. This information comes from The First World Atlas of the Artificial Night Sky Brightness, published in the Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society in 2001. We can supply a full reference.


�. The signs of the Zodiac whose constellations have become invisible are Capricorn, Aquarius, Libra, Cancer and Pisces. They cannot be seen in the most light polluted areas – marked red and yellow on our maps – either because they are composed of stars which aren’t of the highest magnitudes, or are low on the horizon (where light pollution is worst), or both.


� The most light-polluted areas are coloured red and yellow on our maps. In 1993 they covered 8% of the region; in 2000 this had grown to 10%. The least light-polluted areas, to be found in the more remote and thinly populated parts of the region, are coloured deepest blue. In 1993 they covered 20% of the region and remained at that percentage in 2000. In 2000 the median (average) square kilometre in the South West had a value for the night time light beaming upwards from it of 55; a 0 (zero) value represents no light detected by the satellites’ instruments and 255 represents saturation value, above which the instruments cannot register any increase. In 1993 this median value was 47 – so over the seven years it rose by 17%. For a full explanation of the data and methodology, see pages 6 to 9 of CPRE’s 32-page background report, Night Blight!, available from CPRE national office, or the Night Blight! section of our website, www.cpre.org.uk.


�. For the messages from our distinguished supporters, see the separate information sheet.


�. The actions CPRE proposes are set out in our campaign leaflet, Night Blight!, and in our background report of the same title.
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