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Chairman's introduction





2002 saw the Regional workload rise, as the Government’s emphasis on the English Regions increased. Most important was the Planning Green Paper, which seems likely to lead to the eventual abolition of county structure plans. We are already long familiar with, and major contributors to, the Regional Planning Guidance; but full-grown regional plans will have more clout in future, and require more effort. They will also entail more flexible adaptation to a new raft of sub-regional problems, likely to cross existing local authority boundaries.





The White Paper on Regional Governance, on the other hand, perhaps looked more significant than it was. Whatever they may do in the North East, I personally guess it will be a long time (if ever) before a majority in the South West would vote to replace most of the existing county/district authorities with a new set of unitaries, and directly elect a rather small and remote Regional Assembly. We are, after all, the largest and - happily - most diverse of all the English Regions.





Nonetheless, our current indirectly elected Regional Assembly, having acquired new responsibilities in 2001, put on weight during the year, with a dozen new policy officers. We have, and value, close working relations with Assembly staff; but it will remain a matter of judgement, case by case, how much of our limited resources any individual new initiative or consultation is worth.





There is thus a relentless rise in the amount of Regional work (and paper!) in the South West; and our Topic Groups, regional volunteers and valiant Policy Officer will be hard-pressed to keep up with it in 2003.














Roger Martin


Chairman CPREsouthwest


January 2003





��
Regional Planning Guidance and housing





We monitored the proposed changes in national planning legislation and regional governance throughout the year. In January we submitted views on regional aspects of the Planning Green Paper to contribute to the submission, which CPRE made to Government nationally. In the summer we helped to develop CPRE's policy position on the Regional White paper and submitted our views to Regional Assembly. At the end of the year both bills had been introduced into Parliament and it seemed likely that Regional Planning Guidance for the South West (RPG10, published in 2001) will become the proposed new Regional Spatial Strategy.





Housing 





Regional housing numbers are unlikely to be reviewed until circa 2006, but our work on housing remained a key priority. In February our Housing Topic Group met to gather and exchange information on the progress and quality of the urban capacity studies which local authorities are required to produce, both under national planning policy guidance (PPG3) and RPG10. Our discussions revealed that small sites are often being ignored, while re-allocation of brown-field employment land for housing in town centres is resulting in new green-field employment land on urban fringes. There were however some promising signs: the urban capacity studies for Gloucestershire, for example, appear to show that brown-field sites and existing green-field allocations should remove the need for any further urban extension around Cheltenham and Gloucester.





We commented on the draft Regional Housing Strategy in August (including annexing more detailed submissions from Cornwall and East Dorset). The final Strategy was launched by the Regional Housing Forum at its first annual conference in November and draws attention to the shortfall of affordable housing in the region. 





Monitoring





The first Annual Monitoring Report of RPG10 was expected in late 2002. However the task of gathering consistent data was larger than Regional Assembly had initially envisaged, and we now expect publication in spring 2003. Our Regional Policy Officer kept in touch with Assembly staff to monitor progress, which has included development of the Planning Module of the Regional Observatory (www. swrpm. org. uk) — a web site where the full data will be made publicly available. 





A seminar organised by Government Office South West revealed that while the brown-field target of 60 per cent had been reached nationally, we had achieved only 38 per cent in the South West. There has also been no significant shift in housing density regionally (or nationally) over the last 10 years (The most recent data suggests an average density for new housing of only 25 dwellings per hectare in the South West.). The region therefore faces a serious challenge in achieving the 50 per cent brown-field and 30-50 dwellings per hectare targets in RPG10.
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Regional Assembly 





In the spring our Regional Policy Officer compiled a paper on regional environmental skills and training needs and presented this to the first meeting of Assembly's new Environment Members Group. The paper went on to contribute to the evidence for Assembly's scrutiny of the South West of England Regional Development Agency's (SWRDA’s) work in the field of skills and training — and resulted in a recommendation that SWRDA take greater account of the need for environmental training.





Somerset branch member Cate Le Grice-Mack continued to sit on Assembly's Planning and Transport Members Group. We nominated Cate in 2000 as one of the three Assembly Social and Economic Partners (SEPs) ‘elected’ by regional environmental organisations. Howard Thomas, another of our environmental SEPs, was nominated by South West TAR and is also a member of our Dorset branch and regional Transport Topic Group. Both made significant contributions to ensure that environmental issues were addressed in Assembly's work during the year.





In the autumn, we attended Regional Assembly's conference on the Regional Sustainability Framework and contributed to plans for a Regional Environmental Strategy — to ensure that the environment features fully in the Integrated Regional Strategy that Assembly is now required to produce.





Regional Waste Strategy 





We gathered views from our new Waste Topic Group, led by Devon branch member Christine Gutteridge, in order to respond to Regional Assembly's consultation Our waste; our opportunity (the first step of consultation towards a Regional Waste Strategy). 





��
Transport 





The focus of our activity was the London to South West and South Wales Multimodal Transport Study (SWARMMS) and notably proposals within it for continuous dualling of the A30/A303/A358, between the M3 in Hampshire and the M5 at Taunton/ Exeter. This would mean considerable traffic growth and transfer from the M4/5 — with damage to the tranquility of a large area of high quality countryside, including two Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs). Yet there is no proven economic or social benefit.





The study reported in May and early that month we wrote to all Members of Regional Assembly — for the first time — to alert them to the environmental significance of its forthcoming recommendations. Regional Assembly organised a special Panel hearing in June, with a tight timetable to meet the Ministerial deadline. We therefore had over a thousand pages of technical reports to review within a very short time. 





Our Transport Topic Group rose to the challenge and we were able to submit a comprehensive written commentary. This included, for example, proposals from our Wiltshire branch, to place greater emphasis on public transport in and around Swindon, and a critique of the rail proposals by our regional rail expert Stephen Howard. Henrietta Sherwin, Avonside member and leader of our Transport Topic Group, and our Regional Policy Officer presented our views at the two-day hearing. 





Meetings with South East transport campaigners and the Regional Environment Network resulted in a consistently argued case across the environmental sector. In January David Laws MP had placed a Parliamentary question on our behalf on the lack of alternatives to road dualling to provide more sustainable options, and we were able to refer to the Minister's reply in our evidence to the Panel.





Unfortunately Regional Assembly recommended dualling across the Blackdown Hills AONB (following a last-minute amendment at its full meeting in July), while in December the Minister proposed dualling the A358, as an alternative. 





We and other environment and transport-user groups remain seriously concerned at the lack of a truly multi-modal approach and the sustainability of the overall proposals. In the autumn the National Transport Activists' Roundtable (TAR) took up the issue: we co-ordinated activity with regional transport-user and environmental groups to send a joint letter to the Minister, while Transport 2000 worked to get signatures to the letter nationally and Friends of the Earth led on drafting the text and associated publicity. 
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A more sustainable regional economy 





We submitted comments on SWRDA's review of the Regional Economic Strategy, both at the initial stage of consultation in July and at the draft stage in October. Our Vice Chairman attended the launch of the draft in September and in December our Chairman, Regional Policy Officer and Cate Le Grice-Mack met Geoffrey Wilkinson, SWRDA's new Chief Executive, together with senior members of his team. 





We contributed to Regional Assembly's scrutiny of SWRDA's work, on the themes of skills and training, and the rural economy. Our Regional Policy Officer also contributed to Sustainability South West's Regional Sustainable Tourism Network and met the Chief Executive of South West Tourism. 
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Rural Affairs 





In October our new Rural Affairs Topic Group met for the first time. We had a busy agenda, including an exchange of current issues and information relevant to the new Regional Rural Affairs Forum and SWRDA's activity in the field of Rural Regeneration. This helped to brief Cate Le Grice-Mack, who is now a member (nominated by CPREsouthwest) and Vice chair of the Regional Rural Affairs Forum (a consultative group hosted by Government Office South West). It also helped to inform our contribution to Regional Assembly's scrutiny of SWRDA's work on the rural economy. 





Our Regional Policy Officer attended meetings of the Rural Consultative Group, which included a regional seminar to contribute to the national review of agri-environment schemes. Wendy replaces Michael Winter, who also sits on CPRE's national policy committee. Michael took up a new professorship on the rural economy at Exeter University during the year and now chairs the Regional Rural Affairs Forum. We also met the new Regional Director of the Countryside Agency in August.


�
Communications 





Seminars on urban design and transport, organised respectively by our Avonside and Dorset branches, provided an opportunity for our Regional Policy Officer to meet branch members and learn about local issues. The Chairman and Regional Policy Officer attended National Office seminars on Rural Policy and the Regional White Paper - allowing liaison with CPRE's national policy team and other regional groups. We continue to be active members of the Regional Environment Network and South West Transport Activists Roundtable (South West TAR). 





The media 





We achieved interviews on both BBC Spotlight and Carlton TV (the television news programmes covering the western half of the region) and BBC Points West (covering the central/northern part of the region) when the SWARMMS report was launched in June. In the autumn we generated publicity as part of the National TAR campaign on SWARMMS (including a photo-opportunity on the A303 with CPRE’s Director Kate Parminter). This resulted in an article in the Guardian and coverage in local papers. Interviews with our Vice Chairman in advance of the Minister's statement on SWARMMS provided further coverage on regional television in December. 





Website and IT 





Unfortunately, a series of equipment failures used much of the  time earmarked for IT. 


We were able to start 2003 with a fully up-to-date and operational IT system, but development of our website (www. cpresouthwest.org.uk) during 2002 was limited to the addition of articles, press releases and submissions to form an archive of our activity. 
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CPREsouthwest: Accounts for the year ended 31 December 2002








INCOME					


2002				2001





National office grants			        18000.00			       17080.00





Grants from branches (schedule 1)		            700.00			           700.00					


Share of subscriptions from NO		          5748.56			               0.00





Recovery of lunch costs			                0.00			            240.00





Bank interest					            393.94			            495.14





						      ========          	                 ======== 


TOTAL INCOME				        25037.40			        19662.24


						      ========		     ========





EXPENDITURE


						


RPO costs (schedule 2)			       17503.18			       13640.64





Volunteers travel		   	1273.30			  1132.28


Volunteers incidental		    28.39			    107.24


Volunteers other (secretary)	   	1650.00			  1500.00


						       -----------			      ------------


Volunteers total				         2951.69			         2739.52





Subscriptions			  	  100.00			    120.00	


Leaflets		  		  100.81			        0.00


Books				    	      0.00			      24.00


						      --------------			      -------------Total communications			            200.81			           144.00





Administration (schedule 3)			          1452.69			         1665.16





Equipment (schedule 4)	          1235.35			           705.00   





        ========		   =========


TOTAL EXPENDITURE	        23343.72			       18894.32   


        =======		                 ========





Surplus for the year	          1693.68			           767.92


�
		CPREsouthwest: Balance sheet 31st December 2002








										     2001


Cash and deposits


	COIF						3600.00		2500.00


    	Lloyds Bank					1057.01		  271.33	


	  						----------


							4657.01





Debtors


	Accrued interest		   51.42				   45.35


	Calls in arrears		   45.68				 236.13


	Cheques not credited		 274.59


					----------


							  371.69			





Liabilities (at less than one year)


	Unpresented cheques		 		  873.17		  590.96





							=======		======


NET ASSETS					4155.53		2461.85			








Represented by 


	Surplus at 1/1/02				2461.85		1693.93


	Surplus for year				1693.68		  767.92


							=======		=======





 2461.85


=======		=======





Cash flow statement





Cash and bank balances at 1st January 2002			2771.33


Net Surplus for year						1693.68


								======


								4465.01





		less:


	decreases in debtors					   (90.21)


	increases in creditors					   282.21





Cash and bank balances at 31st December 2002		 4657.01


�
Schedule 1  Grants from Branches





Avonside					  75.91


Cornwall					  45.68


Devon						106.78


Dorset						129.35


Gloucester					155.81


Somerset					  79.68


Wiltshire					106.78


						--------


						700.00


						--------





Schedule 2 RPO costs


		


RPO Salary			   	 	14898.04			


RPO expenses					  2605.14


						------------


Total						17503.18


						------------			





Schedule 3  Administration





Meeting costs (Brewhouse Theatre)		1119.93


Secretarial expenses				  332.76


						--------


Total						1452.69


						--------


		


Schedule 4  Equipment





Office equipment				  51.00


Monitor, keyboard, mouse, storage		458.21


Voice software				269.07


Hard disc					457.07


						--------


					          1235.35


						--------








Further detail of the breakdown of any of the above items are available on request from 


the Treasurer.





*******
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CPREsouthwest — The seven independent branches of CPRE in the South West operate collectively to influence regional decisions to ensure that they reflect CPRE policies. There are over 6,500 CPRE members in the region.





CPRE — promotes the beauty, tranquility and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside and work to ensure change values its natural and built environment. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning.





Council for the Protection of Rural England (CPRE), 


128 Southwark Street, London SE1 OSW


Tel: 020 7981 2800  Fax: 020 7981 2899


Email: info@cpre.org.uk


Web site: www.cpre.org.uk





CPRE is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England, number 4302973. 


Registered Charity no: 1089685 








We are grateful to the National Lottery Charities Board 


for its support of CPRE’s regional project.
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Thanks





Thanks to all those in our Regional Group, and to other branch members and environmental partners within the region, who have contributed to our activity during the year. The help-in-kind we receive amounts to a very large number of days of work and we are fortunate indeed to be able to draw on such policy expertise. We were also pleased to welcome Paul Fitzmaurice, as our new Regional Treasurer, and a number of new branch representatives to our topic groups.











Aviation and co-ordinated working





In the summer Government consulted on the development of aviation in England - including a report specifically covering the South West. Noel Brailsford, from our Avonside branch, provided a technical critique and contributed to CPRE's national aviation group, while Howard Thomas led the initial stage of gathering views from our branches and provided information on the regional transport context. National office then incorporated our draft material into its overall submission. 





This was an example of our co-ordinated working at all levels within CPRE. We needed to ensure that comments on airport development in one branch area did not adversely affect an adjacent branch. Similarly we needed to liaise with adjacent CPRE regions. The result was an emphasis on managing demand, best use of existing facilities, and improved surface public transport, in order to protect the tranquillity of our region. 


�









Contributing to review of national policy





We submitted our views on the failure of SWARMMS to achieve a truly multi-modal approach to national CPRE for incorporation in its evidence to the Parliamentary Panel reviewing the multi-modal transport studies.











Renewable energy





In February we commented on a preliminary consultation on the draft Regional Framework for Renewable Energy. This was re-issued for wider consultation in the autumn — unfortunately with only minor amendment and still taking inadequate account of landscape issues. We attended one of the consultation events, submitted further comments and raised our concerns at our meeting with Geoffrey Wilkinson, the Chief Executive of SWRDA, and with Assembly's Members Environment Group. While we strongly support the aim of increasing renewables, energy policy will require our continued attention if landscape conservation is to be properly addressed.














Planning for the future





In December we reviewed our Regional Group activity at a meeting with Peter Moore from National office. This is the first step of reviewing CPRE's Regional Project nationally. Current funding from the Lottery will end in December 2003. 

















