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Consultation - from Rubbish to Resource

Response from CPRE South West

(NB Our comments were made with a reminder and in the context of our earlier submissions - where we were fully supportive of efforts to move up the waste hierarchy by reducing and recycling as much has possible. We also asked if further comment would be possible when guidance has been received from ODPM that might affect how many facilities and where they might be located in the region.)

We thank you for a comprehensive review of waste matters in future years, and would like to make just a few points for further consideration.

Question 1:  Public attitudes and understanding.  It may be that a regional awareness campaign would assist, but locally targeted publicity would probably be more effective.  For instance, there are problems associated with recycling in blocks of flats, and further difficulties for rural households situated some distance from CA sites - it would be hard to devise just one campaign to change the behaviour of both sets of residents. 

Question 2:  Increasing recycling rates.  The largest tonnage of waste likely to go to landfill in 2020 comes from construction and demolition.  By then it is proposed that about 10 million tonnes per year should be recycled.  This is a very challenging target and we support the proposal put forward in the recent minerals apportionment exercise, that further research should be done on the use of recycled aggregate, particularly if funding can be made available by the ODPM.

Question 3:  The proximity principle.  We are pleased that a specific definition of “proximity” has been given, and would not argue with a target of 20 miles by road as a reasonable distance from main urban areas, although a definition of “urban” would also be useful.  However, in more sparsely populated parts of the region this could only be achieved with many small treatment/disposal plants, which are likely to be more costly than centralised facilities.  It may be that the strategy, while laudable in its aims, is not going to attract the appropriate level of commercial interest and investment for localised facilities.  Nevertheless, small-scale sorting and composting projects may be useful at local level.

Question 4:  Business waste management.  A recent report from the Environment Agency has suggested that although small businesses produce 60% of commercial waste and are responsible for up to 80% of pollution incidents, only about 18% can name any relevant piece of legislation.  Initiatives such as the Environment Agency's "netregs" (www.netregs.gov.uk) could be promoted at regional level, perhaps through trade and business associations.

Question 5:  Additional resources.  We would also note that the issue of fly-tipping has not been addressed.  The recent Defra consultation on this subject notes that the Environment Agency has seen a 19% increase in incidents in just one year, and this trend is expected to continue as regulations tighten and costs of legitimate disposal rise.  This could have a serious impact on the countryside.  Many businesses are not aware that they have a legal duty to ensure that waste goes to a legitimate carrier, and so further publicity should be given to this issue.

Question 7:  Methods of waste treatment.  Subject to the types of facilities and locations which are eventually decided upon, it may well be appropriate to consider CHP (combined heat and power) plants.

Question 9:  Conformity with other plans.  The greatest stumbling block to waste reduction must be the increase in population which is forecast for the region (We continue to express our deep concern at the overall level of housing development in the South West and its lack of sustainability.) Demographic changes will also influence the potential sites for waste facilities, so it is important that any revision in the distribution of housing in the future is taken into account at the earliest opportunity.
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