Sent: Thursday, September 02, 2004 

Draft IRS - comments from CPRE South West    August 2004
 

Particularly welcome:
 - the sections that effectively list some 'signs of success' if the region achieved the aims. 

 - mention of the continued importance of the Regional Sustainability Framework.

 

Crunch objectives:

The signs of success and the crunch objectives have similar headings in the text, but at the end of the report it appears that the Crunch objectives may be going to have heavier weight in terms of implementation - so careful wording for them becomes more important.
 

Population change
You'll be aware, from our previous submission in January, that we think the region should be moving towards a more sustainable lower growth scenario. Since then we've made Regional Assembly aware of the DEFRA report on the environmental implications of the housing growth proposed by Barker. 
 

The text appears to assume levels of growth i.e. a Predict and provide approach - when Government policy is for Plan, monitor and manage. Footnotes to clarify that figures are projections based on past trends & policies would help, plus their source (eg figure 'to 2016' at top of page 8, key facts' to 2026' page 9). 
 

It would also be helpful to clarify what period the IRS covers - and adding the periods covered by the different regional strategies in the table on p21 - as they all run to different dates. 
 

P 13 - Similarly, the source re the demographic facts (re 30-44 year olds forming the bulk of inward migrants) would be useful and it would be helpful to know how this break down by county. (Breakdown for other issues usually reveals a wide variation across the region.)
 

Infrastructure/transport  
P8  'significant investment in the region's infrastructure' and Crunch objectives - 'transport infrastructure' and elsewhere.  If we are to achieve the environmental aim, the wording needs to be more like 'transport management and infrastructure' 
 

P10/11 needs to reflect, for example, RPG10 objectives to reduce the need to travel Ditto page 12 ..'to support labour mobility and workers' needs adjusting. This is contrary to RPG10 policies to reduce the need to travel and link homes and work more closely.
 

Economy - skills
The skills objective could be strengthened - although including welcome recognition of the need to invest to improve the long-term economic prosperity of the region. It relates to RPG10 Policy EC1, last bullet point. This is an important policy for sustainability - and integration. It was proposed by the Panel to give clear and explicit guidance ... on the sustainable development of the regions economy and 'Agree' d by Government (see attached paper - annexed to subsequent response to consultation on the spatial options for RSS).
 

Environment
Crunch objectives - needs strengthening with reference to skills and training needed to mitigate any potential adverse environmental effects and promote both maintenance and enhancement.
 

Wendy Lutley
CPRE South West
 

