CPRE South West 								May 2004 





Response to the South West Housing Body consultation on the Vision and values for the revised Regional Housing Strategy 





Question 1 - context for the vision 





Additional links needed include:





The Urban White Paper and PPG3: Housing and their emphasis on urban renaissance, Plan, monitor and manage (PMM) and the efficient use of land, including the targets in RPG10 for higher density housing, use of brown-field sites and making best use of existing buildings and vacant property.





Question 2 - key issues that are welcome 





Sustainability and Environment – Mention of both as key issues is welcome. The current heading of  'Sustainable development of the Environment needs to be reworded and developed to reflect the recognition of the Environment as a key asset of the region and a Driver of the regional economy and to indicate that the urban environment is important, as well as the rural environment.





Sustainable transport solutions - very welcome.  This needs to be emphasised and extended to reflect RPG10 policy to reduce the need to travel.





Question 3 - additional issues 





The regional targets for density, use of brown-field sites and reducing vacant homes need to be added. 





Local distinctiveness - this needs to be added as a key issue under design 





Question 4 - other regional vision statements 





The West Midlands vision appears to be the most useful model - particularly the phrasing... meets the needs of the people of.... patterns of housing provision which will ... protect and enhance the environment and the reference to stemming the patterns of out migration from older urban centres and contribute to urban and rural renaissance. 





Question 5 - values in Table 2 





The use of 'Values' needs to be clarified. It may be more helpful to use similar terminology to that in other regional strategies  (Operating Principles, Drivers, Aims and/or Objectives, etc). 





Quality and Sustainability are very welcome. 





Choice needs to be amended to reflect the context of environmental capacity and sustainability. 





Roles - we suggest incorporation within Partnership working. 





Question 6 - partnership working 





We suggest mention of the contribution that the voluntary/community sector can make.





Question 7 - additional values 





We suggest phasing. Phasing is crucial in the South West: to ensuring that new homes are only provided when essential infrastructure and community services are in place; and for the efficient use of brown-field sites to minimise the loss of green-field land. It is an important part of  PMM policy.





Training – We suggest a commitment to Sustainability training and cascading good practice.





Questions 8, 9 and 10 - strategic aims, priorities and works streams 





Developing a small set of strategic aims for the Regional Housing Fund seems appropriate, but the current list seems somewhat unbalanced – with no mention of urban renaissance work to balance the rural work stream. 





We would like to see an additional work stream to achieve higher density housing (possibly in partnership with the Creating excellence initiative on design of the built environment in the South West). This is a regional target where currently virtually no progress is being made and which is crucial for sustainability. It could double the effective use of brown-field sites in the region. While the region now has a number of rural housing enablers, it has virtually no urban design officers promoting higher density and good design.





Question 11 - links to other Strategies 





There needs to be a clear pathway to show how priorities have been arrived at - including information on actions being led by others, such as Regional Assembly. 





Question 12 - short-term outcomes 





We would like to see: 





A regional action plan to deliver a higher density housing and urban environments alongside improved design. 





A monitoring system to look at how effective the region is being in linking the provision of new homes to jobs and reducing the need to travel. 





Question 13 - medium to long-term outcomes (by 2030) 





We would like to see:





The annual regional housing target reduced to a level that is sustainable in the longer term and aimed primarily at local need (with a correspondingly greater emphasis on added value, skills and training to ensure the prosperity of the region).





High quality urban environments where high density mixed housing, of good design and reflecting local distinctiveness, is incorporated with open space, foot and cycle path networks, public transport and community waste and energy schemes, as well as with jobs and services. 
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