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HOW TO DEVELOP THE SOUTH WEST WITHOUT WRECKING IT

‘It would be crazy to deliberately accelerate the rate of built development in the South West when it is already the fastest growing of the English regions.’

This is the view of the Campaign to Protect Rural England’s
 South West regional chairman Roger Martin, commenting at the close of the current consultation on the Regional Spatial Strategy
 – a plan by the Regional Assembly to shape the South West’s development for the next 15 years.

Consultation closes on Monday, 26 November and CPRE will be making a strongly argued submission.

Mr Martin continued:

‘We know from the recent heavy growth in light pollution (17% in 9 years) and loss of tranquillity (20% in 30 years)
 that the countryside environment – the South West’s most precious asset - is already being damaged at an alarming rate.’

‘Of course some in-migration is bound to continue. But very rapid population growth in the region (currently twice the national average) carries a heavy environmental cost. We should therefore aim to manage change, not fuel growth; concentrate on making good use of and improving the skills of local people; and ensure that change benefits rather than harms local communities and the environment.

‘We warmly support well-designed development, in the right place, making the best possible use of precious land, to meet local needs - of young couples starting out, growing families needing more space, and old people needing less - not just crude demand.’ 

‘Good design goes well with higher densities. The average density of new housing development in Cornwall, for instance, at 21 dwellings per hectare in 2002,
 is wastefully low. 

‘Obviously we recognise that Cornwall’s needs are not the same as Plymouth’s, or Bristol’s; and we don’t want to preserve the region, including its villages, in aspic.

‘But we also don’t want the suburbanisation of our villages and market towns, sprawling across green fields, and roads yet more clogged with ever more commuters, travelling ever further, producing ever more noise and pollution, consuming ever more energy, and water, and producing ever more waste. That is why we support good urban regeneration so strongly.’

Roger Martin concluded:

‘We also know that all futures are uncertain, and nothing can go on growing forever; but the draft Strategy’s “options” all assume indefinite high growth. We want them tested against slower rates.  What would happen, for instance, to the economy, the number of second homes, transport, or food-production with oil at $100 a barrel and rising? We know it will happen one day; we just don’t know when. Unlike most economists and politicians, we are not naïve, utopian, “indefinite growth” fantasists!’

- END -

� The 2001 census shows the population of the South West region rose by 547,100 from 4,381,400 in mid-1981, a rise of 12.5% compared with 5% nationally.





� 	CPRE exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside to ensure change values its natural and built environment. Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen. We have 59,000 supporters, a branch in every county, nine regional groups, over 200 local groups and a national office in London. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning. Our President is Sir Max Hastings.


� 	The Regional Spatial Strategy will say how many houses should be built in the region and will influence the future provision of employment, transport and other types of development in the region, such as development for health, education and culture. Once the Regional Assembly has considered responses to the initial consultation exercise, there will be further consultation on the draft Regional Spatial Strategy, which will set out the assembly’s preferred strategy more clearly.





� 	The growth in light pollution and loss of tranquil areas in the South West and other English regions emerged in pioneering CPRE-commissioned research exercises which mapped light pollution (published last year) and mapped tranquil areas (published in 1995). For further details contact the national press office on 202 7981 2800 or see our website, www.cpre.org.uk.


�   Higher density does not mean high-rise. Cornish fishing villages average 60 dwellings per hectare; private garden space can be included at 80 dwellings per hectare; Georgian Bath is over 100 dwellings per hectare.  Higher densities are necessary to support shops, services and public transport. The average density figure for new housing development in Cornwall comes from Office of the Deputy Prime Minister Land Use Change Statistics published last month. Government planning guidance calls for housing developments to be built at least 30-50 homes per hectare, and higher in areas particularly well served by public transport and close to town centres.
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