Sent: Monday, September 06, 2004

Subject: Housing markets study - comments from CPRESW

Attention: Wendy Cowell
 

Ref request for comments on the Housing markets study please see below. 

 

Re - what aspects would be of most value?
 

Aspects that would help to address regional priorities re affordability and the prosperity gap, reducing the need to travel and urban renaissance - as opposed to simply opting for a round of full housing market studies. 

 

1. Housing Needs Surveys 
 

The report highlights the need for the Regional Housing Body not to lose sight of the need for improved quality in Housing Needs Surveys  - and makes recommendations about this. 
 

In terms of prioritisation therefore - work to improve the quality and consistency of the local Housing Needs Studies would seem the most important priority.
 

2. Reducing the need to travel - A second priority would be work aimed at helping to achieve self containment, reducing the need to travel and providing homes and work in closer proximity. Note, for example: 

Para 4.08 - there is no pressing need for 100% coverage..within a defined timescale .. i.e. of Sub-regional housing market studies.
Recommendation 6.16 SWHB should take an active role in promoting quality and consistency access the region in the conduct of Housing Needs assessments etc  
Paras 5.20 and 5.21 - It is of increasing importance that HNS ..provide info on tenure preferences. 
Para 4.07 nor do they identify where people might be wiling to live in neighbouring authorities - i.e. This suggests that travel to work issues, and the relationship of home to work have not been addressed adequately in the Housing Needs Studies - and this is a key issue that needs to be addressed. 

This might be addressed by use of the data on travel to work areas - rather than requiring a full housing market study per se - i.e. there may be aspects of the Housing Market Studies (where they would contribute to better quality Housing Needs Studies and reducing the need to travel) that it would be more useful to prioritise rather than full studies.
3. Long distances moves
 

The region also needs a greater understanding of the market conditions that are underpinning long distance moves and causing particular issues of affordability for local communities - yet note para 2.07 - analysis excludes long distance moves .. 
i.e. the studies, as proposed, would not apparently give any greater understanding of eg the relationship with markets in the South East/London & the parts of the SW particularly affected by it (re retirement homes, second/holiday homes, areas where those economically active, freelance workers, etc are settling).
See also p14 north Devon/Cornwall character area - ..subject to significant in-migration and second home purchase .. and ..a study for this area would be quite different .with a requirement for enhanced understanding of localised issues.. but .. 
West Cornwall also has ..many and strong local housing market influences . - and areas subject to in-migration and second home purchase, as do many other areas within the other sub-regional housing market areas identified.
Again there may be aspects of the Housing Market Studies (that would contribute to better understanding of long-distance market effects  & local affordability - and possible remedies) that it would be more useful to prioritise, rather than full studies.

 

4. Urban renaissance - Might there be, for example, an analysis of lower housing demand areas and the reasons contributing to this?
 

Wendy Lutley
CPRE South West 

