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Chairman's introduction

As ever more decisions affecting the countryside are taken at regional level, CPRE must clearly organise to influence those who take them.

Hence the creation of CPRE South West, a partnership of the seven Branches (Gloucs/Wilts/Dorset westward), with two aims: 

· first, to agree our line and coordinate our campaigning on regional policy decisions; 

· second, to provide a forum where Branches can learn from each other.

The main “regional” policy areas are: the new “Regional Spatial Strategy” (i.e. the old Regional Planning Guidance with knobs on); including Housing, Transport, Renewable Energy, Airports and Minerals. There are also: an Economic Strategy; a Food and Farming Action Plan; a Rural Development Plan; a Waste Strategy; and many more, some more “real” than others.

The main bodies we deal with are: Regional Assembly (now the Regional Planning body) in Taunton; Government Office South West (GOSW) in Bristol; and the South West Regional Development Agency (SWRDA) in Exeter.

We comprise: numerous specialist volunteers from Branches, organised in “Topic Groups” (on transport, housing, waste etc.); a part-time Regional Policy Officer, Wendy Lutley, formally on National Office staff (the key person); a Regional Chairman, myself, Wendy’s line manager; a Treasurer, Paul Fitzmaurice; and an Administrative Secretary, Derek Stanley; all accountable to a Management Group comprising the seven Branch chairmen, plus vice-chairs and “our” two Social and Economic Partners (full members) of the Regional Assembly.

Between us all, we sit on countless regional committees, write countless letters and emails, and bang the rural drum as hard as we can.
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The seven branches of CPRE in the South West operate collectively as CPRE South West to influence regional decisions to ensure that they reflect CPRE policies. 

The main focus of our work, since we were established in 1999, has been input to Regional Planning Guidance for the South West (RPG10), published in 2001, and processes that will feed into its review. 

In the next few years we will continue to focus on the review of RPG10 to form the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS).

Why CPRE district groups in the South West should know about us
· RPG10 will form the initial RSS, when the planning bill becomes law in 2004. It will provide the policy context within which local authorities will be required to produce their first Local Development Frameworks by 2007. 

· A revised RSS will inform future reviews of the Local Development Frameworks. RPG10  will be reviewed by Regional Assembly (as the Regional Planning body) during 2004, with a new draft RSS published for consultation in 2005, Public Examination expected in 2006 and final publication in 2007. 

· The revised RSS will include annual housing allocations down to district level and other policies relevant to Local Development Frameworks - such as ‘sub-regional’ targets for renewable energy, transport policies and specific policies for ‘city-regions’ like the Bath-Bristol and Gloucester-Cheltenham areas. 


Some of the things we did in 2003

Regional Planning and Regional Assembly 

· won a commitment to consultation with stakeholders for the proposed city-region studies; liased with Regional Assembly to track plans for the development of the RSS, updated branches on the proposed timetable and submitted views on the proposals for sub-regional working.

· contributed to the development of the Regional Environmental Strategy; held an internal working group on sustainability and population issues to prepare for consultation on the key issues which the RSS should address. 

Housing and urban renaissance

· won a seat on the Regional Housing Forum, the advisory forum of the new Regional Housing Body – and submitted views on regional housing priorities;

· contributed our views to national CPRE, on legislation and policy required to achieve affordable housing to meet local needs, and on the review of PPG3; and to Regional Assembly and Government Office South West (GOSW) on the relevance of and need to address high levels of net inmigration to the region;

· held meetings with GOSW, the Chief Executive of Regional Assembly and the Director of Creating Excellence (SWRDA’s urban renaissance initiative) to press for the practical implementation of urban renaissance policies in RPG10.

Transport 


· contributed to the Bristol & Bath to South Coast Transport Study via our representation on the South West Transport Activists’ Roundtable; submitted views on the Far South West Airports Strategy;

· continued to lobby against road proposals in the London to South West and South Wales Multimodal Transport Study (SWARMMS).

A more sustainable regional economy 

· gathered views from branches to contribute to Regional Assembly’s scrutiny of the Regional Development Agency (SWRDA)’s work on urban renaissance; re-iterated the need to focus on added value and skills (as opposed to attracting new companies to the region); 

· supported Sustainability South West’s Sustainable Tourism Pack.
Renewable energy

· won a commitment from GOSW to a Regional Sustainable Energy Strategy. We submitted our views on developing sub-regional targets for renewable energy, held a special topic group meeting, prepared a two-page regional position statement and attended the consultation seminars and final conference. 
Rural affairs 

· won a commitment to environmental training in the Regional Action Plan for Farming and Food; contributed to the mid-term review of the South West section of the England Rural Development Plan. 

· put our views on the need for planning to be considered in the management plans for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the co-coordinator for the South West’s protected landscapes.

Working with our partners 

· contributed to the Regional Environment Network to ensure that the environmental sector punches its full weight in regional decision-making and to discussion on the development of the Planning Aid service in the South West.

Public relations and the media 

· wrote to all Assembly members to draw attention to light pollution in the South West; contributed to a live debate on light pollution for BBC South West’s Politics show; co-ordinated with national CPRE on other regionally-relevant press releases to maximise coverage.

Volunteers and IT 

· welcomed six new branch representatives to our regional group; attended meetings of Cornwall, Gloucestershire and Somerset branches to explain regional processes and co-ordinate our work;

· purchased software and attended a national office workshop to develop our web site in a format compatible with the new national CPRE site.
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       Thank you to Regional Group members, branch members, national office


                    staff, environmental partners and others, who have helped 


                       during the year and to the National Lottery Charities


                         Board for its support of CPRE’s regional project.











Three things district groups can do





check our web site www.cpresouthwest.org.uk for our submissions, and the Regional Assembly web site www.southwest-ra.gov.uk for the latest information on the process; 





make sure you know who your branch representatives on our regional topic groups are and keep them informed of relevant issues; 





find out from the Regional Assembly web site who is the Assembly member 


	for your district council and keep them informed of your views.





Our knowledge of regional organisations can also help you to target your effort appropriately where regional processes impact on a more local issue.








Co-ordinated campaigning - Avonside branch led on a leaflet and letter sent to all CPRE members in the region in April to campaign against airport expansion. 


A press release was issued by national CPRE. (We had compiled views in 


2002 for input to CPRE’s response to the Airports White Paper.)
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