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Chairman's introduction

Have we helped to change the climate in 2007? 

In June I was sitting in an over-cooled hotel ballroom in Exeter, at a session of the Examination-in-Public of the South West Regional Spatial Strategy. We were discussing whether there was an inherent conflict between the Strategy’s climate change objectives, and its assumptions about sustained growth in airport capacity in the South West. The Chairman leant back in his chair, and looked thoughtful. Then he said: ‘Let me get this straight: either there is going to be such a rise in aviation fuel costs that airport growth assumptions are unachievable; or there is not going to be a rise in aviation fuel costs, in which case we are not going to achieve any climate change targets, and we might as well all give up.’ It was the moment at which many of us felt that, regardless of what the Inspector felt able to put in his report, we had succeeded in putting across our message – a welcome change in the climate.

The Regional climate has changed in other ways during 2007. The curiously titled ‘Review of sub-national economic development and regeneration’ announced by the Treasury in August, proposed the removal of obstacles to economic growth. Almost as a footnote it alluded to an intention to abolish the Regional Assemblies, and to transfer most of their planning powers to the Regional Development Agencies.  The details had clearly not been worked out – but the aim was clear – the present planning mechanisms hold up developments vital to economic growth, and so they need to be changed. The Regional Assembly has worked hard to make climate change a key factor influencing the Regional Spatial Strategy, and we have been proud of CPRE’s influence on the Regional Assembly through our two nominees.

We learnt in October that a Regional Assembly staff member has been seconded to the Government of the South West to coordinate its response to the Inspector’s report. Perhaps the Assembly’s influence will extend beyond the grave. Let us hope so.

Caroline Brooks
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How we work 
The seven branches of CPRE in the South West operate collectively as CPRE South West to influence regional decisions to ensure that they reflect CPRE policies. 

The main focus of our work is influencing the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS), which will cover the period to 2026. The Examination in Public (EiP) of draft RSS was held in summer 2007 and the EiP Panel’s report was published in January 2008. We now await consultation by Government on Proposed Changes to the draft RSS (based on the Panel’s recommendations) in summer 2008. A final Ministerial decision will then be made on the policies and housing numbers, followed by publication later in the year. 
The main bodies we deal with are: Regional Assembly (RA, the Regional Planning Body) in Taunton; Government Office South West (GOSW) in Bristol; and the South West Regional Development Agency (SWRDA).

Our group includes: specialist volunteers nominated by branches to our Topic Groups (RSS, transport, housing, minerals, energy, etc); a part-time Regional Policy Officer (RPO); a Regional Chairman (the RPO's line manager); a Treasurer; and an Administrative Secretary; all accountable to a Management Group comprising the seven branch chairmen, plus vice-chairs and “our” two Regional Assembly SEEPs. 

Between us all, we sit on countless regional committees, write countless letters and emails, and bang the rural/environmental drum as hard as we can.


.

CPRE South West - achievements in 2007 

EiP of draft RSS 

· We were the only ngo and environmental organisation represented at all of the sessions of the ten-week EiP of draft RSS for the South West, that took place between April and July 2007. In March we submitted our written statements for all 39 sessions. Our team was coordinated by our RPO and included over 20 volunteers: members of our regional group; representatives from the seven branches for the 13 Housing Market Area sessions; our two consultants; Kate Gordon from national office assisting with sessions on brown field and employment land; and volunteer Isobel Mack helping with note taking.

Housing

· We argued that there is no compelling evidence to raise the annual new housing allocation over that in the current regional plan. Our consultants gave evidence to indicate that: 2.6% GVA per annum economic growth would be more appropriate to the model used than the 2.8% assumed; there was no evidence in the figures available to the EiP of any increasing trend in net in-migration; the period of years used in the Government projections produced a higher figure than if a longer period of years was used (with no explanation given); and there were signs of a reduced speed in the trend towards smaller households. All of these assumptions in draft RSS tend towards overestimating future housing requirements – with no information on the wide margin of error likely.

· We argued that the priority for new housing should be a higher proportion of affordable homes. If this cannot be guaranteed (the major limiting factor being public funding) then increasing overall provision of housing is likely to exacerbate the current imbalance in housing and result in reduced sustainability. 

· Our RPO compiled information from her fellow RPOs on the assumptions behind the housing numbers in their emerging RSSs together with Peter Langley (West Midlands and national policy committee). In August they met CPRE’s national planning team to input the regional dimension to our national housing campaign. This identified the importance the National Housing and Planning Advice Unit, established by Government to advise it - and the regions - on long-term housing market affordability and housing supply.

Economy

· In August the Government published its ‘Review of sub-national economic development and regeneration’ setting out proposals for RSSs to be combined with the Regional Economic Strategies in the future, with Regional Development Agencies taking over the role of the regional planning body from Regional Assemblies. Our environmental SEEP Catherine le Grice-Mack developed a paper for RA on how the SEEPs might be best incorporated into the future and we sent a joint letter with other environmental ngos to the new regional minister, Ben Bradshaw, to express our concerns.

Sustainability and environmental limits

· At the EiP we supported the overarching sustainability policies in draft RSS and our regional chairman represented us on Climate change. We contributed to a joint statement on environmental limits submitted by the Regional Environment Network and referred to the precautionary approach it advocates.

Transport and Energy
· Henrietta Sherwin, leader of our transport topic group, drafted our written statements and led our team at the EiP for transport, with input from members of the transport topic group, and from Georgie Bigg, Avonside, on airports. The transport chapter will form the new Regional Transport Strategy. 

· John Kirkman, leader of our energy topic group, drafted our written statements on energy and sustainable construction for the EiP. Richard Lloyd appeared for us for at the EiP and was invited by the Panel chairman to open the discussion. Our comments on technical aspects of the renewable energy target appeared to be well received and we supported RA’s proposed policy on renewable heat.
Rural issues, landscape and green belt

· We advocated the use of DEFRA’s urban: rural definition and methodology in the final RSS and submitted a paper to assist the EiP debate on the rural settlement policies. In November we held a Rural Affairs Topic Group meeting to update ourselves on regional land-use issues. SWRDA now leads on the emerging Regional Implementation Plan of the new England Rural Development Programme and Natural England on agri-environments schemes. 

· In January we met Janette Ward, Regional Director, of the newly established Natural England. In September our RPO attended a regional seminar organised by Natural England and raised the importance of landscape issues. At the November meeting of our Rural Affairs Topic Group we held a special session on landscape. Members described the value of landscape character work where it has been developed to assist with planning guidance. Our forward plan for 2008 therefore identifies the need for us to champion landscape character work. 
· We raised protection of greenbelt at our meeting with GOSW in October, referring to the EiP discussion on the ‘exceptional circumstances’ required to use it for development. We suggested that interregional issues should be considered more thoroughly to ensure alternatives are adequately considered.
Campaigning and IT

· We identified a team of regional and branch press contacts to contribute to the national CPRE campaign on noise and visual intrusion in September. This resulted in features on three of the four main regional television news programmes. We prepared an advanced press briefing in anticipation of the EiP Panel's report (published early January 2008). And we piloted a web-based chatroom during the EiP to circulate information within our team. 
CPRE South West: Accounts for year ended 31 December 2007

	
	2006
	
	2007

	Income
	
	
	

	Regional Housing Exhibition surplus

	2125.00
	
	0.00

	Grants from branches (schedule 1)

	3699.99
	
	4700.08

	National Office
	6590.61
	
	9317.77

	Bank interest



	251.75

	
	305.49

	Total Income
	12667.36
	
	14730.57

	
	
	
	

	Expenditure


	
	
	

	RPO costs (schedule 2)

	1803.76
	
	2495.21

	Volunteers expenses


	686.64
	
	1059.16

	Subscriptions
	110.00
	
	210.00


	Leaflets/other

	168.90
	
	447.38

	Total communications


	278.90
	
	657.38

	Administration (schedule 3)
	2796.69
	
	2278.29

	Consultancy (schedule 4)
	5028.75
	
	3441.21

	Draft RSS EiP expenses


	0.00
	
	2180.94

	Total Expenditure
	10594.74
	
	12112.23

	
	
	
	

	Surplus (deficit) for the year
	2072.61
	
	2618.33



	
	
	
	

	Balance sheet 31 December 2007


	
	
	

	Cash and deposits
	
	
	

	    COIF
	7900.00
	
	10900.00



	    Lloyds Bank
	1161.42
	
	1648.29

	
	9061.42
	
	12548.29



	Debtors/creditors


	
	
	

	     Cheques not debited
	0.00
	
	1175.25

	     Cheques not credited


	0.00
	
	306.71

	
	0.00
	
	868.54

	Net Assets
	9061.42
	
	11679.75

	     Represented by 


	
	
	

	    Surplus at 1 January 
	6988.81

	
	9061.42

	    Surplus (deficit) for year
	2072.61
	
	2618.33

	
	9061.42
	
	11679.75

	
	
	
	


	Cash flow statement 2007

	

	Cash and bank balances at 1 January 2007
	9061.42



	Net Surplus for  year
	2618.13


	
	11679.75



	less: decreases in debtors
	(1175.25)

	        increases in creditors
	306.71

	Cash and bank balances at 31 December 2007
	12548.29

	

	Schedule 1  Grants from Branches

	Consultancy
	
	Normal
	
	Total

	
	Avonside
	433.77
	
	75.91
	
	509.68

	
	Cornwall
	261.03
	
	45.68
	
	306.71

	
	Devon
	610.20
	
	106.78
	
	716.98

	
	Dorset
	739.17
	
	129.35
	
	868.52

	
	Gloucestershire
	890.33
	
	155.82
	
	1046.15

	
	Somerset
	455.30
	
	79.68
	
	534.98

	
	Wiltshire
	610.20
	
	106.78
	
	716.98 

	
	Total
	4,000.00
	
	700.00
	
	4700.00

	

	Schedule 2  RPO  costs

	
	RPO staff expense eexpensesexpenses
	
	1152.34

	
	RPO travel expenses
	
	1342.87



	
	Total
	
	2495.21



	

	Schedule 3   Administration

	
	Meeting costs (Brewhouse Theatre)

	1427.52



	
	Secretarial expenses

	850.77



	Total
	
	2278.29

	

	Schedule 4  Consultancy


	During the course of the year, the Region commissioned £3441.25 of consultancy in respect of the current RSS. The funding of this was as follows:

	
	Additional branch funding (see Schedule 1)

	4000.00



	
	General funds

	1000.00



	
	Total
	5000.00



	         Consultancy expenditure
	        3441.25


	

	
	Deferred into 2008      
	1558.75
	

	

	Further details of the breakdown of any of the above items are available on request from the treasurer.





Thank you to Regional Group and Branch members, National Office staff, environmental partners and others who have helped during the year. 


Particular thanks to:


 all the members of our team for their help with the EiP of draft RSS;


and our two nominees, Catherine le Grice-Mack and Howard Thomas for their unrelenting work as two of the three environmental Social, Environmental and Economic Partners (SEEPs) in the Regional Assembly. 


And a warm welcome to Georgie Bigg, our nominee to the national CPRE board, and Tony Hilton, new chairman of Cornwall branch, both of whom joined our management group during the year.


And above all to Wendy for her superhuman efforts in 2007, bringing together  people and evidence, to make our EiP influence what it was. 











Three things district groups can do





check the Regional Assembly web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.southwest-ra.gov.uk" ��www.southwest-ra.gov.uk� for the latest stage of the emerging RSS and the Panel’s recommendations (The Panel has recommended increased new housing allocations for all districts);





keep your local MP informed of your views (and ask him/her to make representation to the Minister about any concerns);





make sure that your emerging Local Development Framework is in conformity* with the sustainability and environmental policies in the emerging RSS. 





Check our regional web site www.cpresouthwest.org.uk  for a summary of the improvements we are looking for in the final RSS (advance briefing on Panel report, January 2008) and for our full submissions on draft RSS.








* Our environmental SEEP Howard Thomas continues to sit on RA’s Conformity Panel - the group that vets LDFs and individual planning applications to ensure that they are in conformity with the regional plan.
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