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How we work 
The seven branches of CPRE in the South West operate collectively as CPRE South West to influence regional decisions to ensure that they reflect CPRE policies. 

The main focus of our work is to influence the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS), which will cover the period to 2026. The Panel Report of the Examination in Public (EiP) of the draft RSS was published in January 2008 and the Government’s Proposed Changes to the draft RSS was published for consultation in summer 2008. The final RSS will be published in 2009. 
The main bodies we deal with are: Regional Assembly (RA), currently the Regional Planning Body, with offices in Taunton; Government Office South West (GOSW) in Bristol; and the South West Regional Development Agency (SWRDA) in Exeter. 
At the end of 2008, the Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Bill had started its passage through Parliament. This is likely, when enacted, to require the preparation of a new single Regional Strategy (to replace the RSS and the current Regional Economic Strategy). The Regional Assembly is likely to be replaced by a local authorities Strategic Leaders’ Board, with a joint board, drawn from the Leaders Board and the RDA, forming the new Regional Planning Body.
Our group includes: a Management Group comprising a Regional Chairman, three Vice-chairs, a Treasurer, Secretary,  the seven branch chairmen and “our” Regional Assembly SEEPs; specialist volunteers nominated by branches to our Topic Groups (RSS, transport, housing, minerals, energy, etc); and a part-time Regional Policy Officer (RPO). 

Between us all, we sit on countless regional committees, write countless submissions, letters and emails, and bang the rural/environmental drum as hard as we can.


CPRE South West - achievements in 2008 

Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS)
· We compiled our views on the Panel Report of the EiP of the draft RSS for the South West when it was published, and exchanged them with our environmental partners. As a result Natural England wrote to Government to remind it that the modification of boundaries to Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs), apparently proposed by the Panel, was not a planning matter. 

· The Government's Proposed Changes to the draft RSS incorporated a number of the Panel's recommendations as well as many more new changes. We responded with a major written submission to ensure that, as far as possible, we vetted all new policy proposals and supported our arguments with new evidence.  

Housing 
· Our major concern is the scale and pace of development proposed, with the Panel advocating 28,000 new homes per annum (as opposed to the 23,000 in draft RSS) and the Government increasing this to 29,600 in its Proposed Changes - and expressing that as a minimum figure. We continued to argue that the priority for new housing in the final RSS should be affordable homes - not higher levels of open market housing. 
Working with MPs
· We obtained up-to-date advice from the independent economic and statistical analysts that assisted us with the EiP in 2007 and in May we wrote to all the MPs in the region with a one-page summary of their findings. Their work indicates that the regional housing allocation should be at least 5,000 per annum less than recommended by the Panel. We met Ben Bradshaw, the Regional Minister, to express our concern in November.
· We received several supportive replies from MPs and in September Steve Webb MP won a Parliamentary debate on the Proposed Changes to the draft RSS. Our branches variously liaised further with their MPs, wrote letters to local papers and worked with local campaign groups. By the year-end we had learnt that our concerns were reflected by many others: the Regional Assembly was supporting a return to the draft RSS housing allocation of 23,000 new homes per annum; and 35,000 individuals and organisations from across the South West had responded to the Government's consultation, an unprecedented number. 
Economic assumptions
· We were pleased that the Panel recommended a lower economic growth assumption than the 3.2% GVA per annum advocated by the Regional Development Agency. This reflected our evidence at the EiP. However we were greatly concerned when the Government included the 3.2 % assumption in its Proposed Changes. We responded with additional evidence to demonstrate this was inappropriately high for the development of the housing figures.
CPRE South West - achievements in 2008 cont’d
Green Belt and a brown-field first approach
· The emerging RSS proposes to amend the general extent of Green Belt to accommodate urban extensions around Bristol, Bath, Bournemouth/ Poole, and Cheltenham /Gloucester. We held a special think-tank meeting in May to review the interpretation of exceptional circumstances (required by national planning policy for the modification of Green Belt boundaries) and argued that Proposed Changes is out of line with this national policy requirement. 

· We strongly objected to the fact that Proposed Changes indicates that brown- and green-field land should be treated as parallel streams of land supply. This is out of line with national planning policy guidance, which requires a brown-field first approach to support urban regeneration. We are pleased that MPs have subsequently pursued this with the Minister.
Reinforcing our message via the media 
· We issued a press release on the Panel Report in January, with quotes from each of our seven branches. We identified a public relations consultant to help us pilot this approach more fully and in May issued a press release, in tandem with our letter to MPs, customised to the 13 Housing Market Areas in the emerging RSS. These included quotes based on the local situation and gained us significant pieces in six key newspapers and 12 local radio interviews.
· In the autumn we issued a press release on our views on the Proposed Changes to the draft RSS. Robin Hogg, chairman of Plymouth and South Hams District group, was interviewed for the regional slot of BBC Television's Politics Show. 
Sub-national review
· We contributed to the national CPRE response to the Government’s consultation on its proposals for the RSS to be combined with the Regional Economic Strategy. Our RPO prepared an additional letter covering our advice that development of economic options at the sub-regional level is needed to determine the most sustainable way forward for the region. Our environmental SEEP, Cate le Grice-Mack, continued to advocate SEEP involvement in the arrangements both nationally and for the South West. 
Transport 

· We were delighted when the Panel Report questioned the wisdom of a second strategic road route to the South West via the A303/A358 and that Government heeded that advice by excluding it from its Proposed Changes to the draft RSS. We advocated exemplary design standards for the final RSS to ensure that proposed new urban extensions reduce the need to travel and provide more sustainable transport options. At the year-end we were questioning road schemes proposed for inclusion in the Regional Funding Allocation advice to Government.
Energy and Minerals
· Our Energy Topic Group organised a briefing seminar on proposals to capture tidal power on the Severn Estuary in February and produced an interim position statement. In December the group met to discuss RegenSW’s The Road to 2020 - an analysis of renewable energy options in the South West.
· Natural England responded to our advocacy of ‘sensitivity mapping’ for renewable energy projects, as opposed to ‘suitability mapping’, with some changes to its proposals. Western Power Distribution responded positively to our and others requests to include a programme of undergrounding of power cables in protected landscapes in its business plan.

· Our Minerals Topic Group submitted comments to the Government’s consultation on a revised regional apportionment for aggregates and at the year- end we were invited to sit on RA’s re-established Minerals Review Group.
Landscape and Rural issues

· Natural England acted on our advice and established a South West Landscape Partnership group. We continued to champion landscape character as a planning tool, especially to help protect undesignated landscapes, and contributed to the South West Regional Protected Landscapes Forum’s work to develop a bid for European funding for a range of landscape projects in the South West. 

· In the spring we contributed to the development of Natural England’s new guidelines for targeting higher-level agri-environment schemes in the South West and we met Harry Studholme, chair of South West CORE, to ensure our rural partners have a better understanding of our views on rural development.

CPRE South West: Accounts for year ended 31 December 2008
	
	2008
	
	2007

	Income
	
	
	

	Grants from branches (schedule 1)

	700.00
	
	4700.00

	National Office
	10399.89
	
	9317.77

	Bank interest



	521.52



	
	305.49



	Other
	254.30
	
	0.0

	Total Income
	11875.71
	
	14730.56

	
	
	
	

	Expenditure


	
	
	

	RPO costs (schedule 2)

	2130.18
	
	2495.21

	Volunteers expenses


	795.70
	
	1059.16

	Subscriptions/leaflets

	184.20
	
	657.38

	Administration (schedule 3)
	3921.76
	
	2278.29

	Consultancy (schedule 4)
	4410.47
	
	3441.21

	Draft RSS EiP expenses


	0.00
	
	2180.94

	Total Expenditure
	11442.34
	
	12112.23

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Surplus (deficit) for the year
	433.37
	
	2618.33



	
	
	
	

	Balance sheet 31 December 2008

	
	
	

	
	2008
	
	2007

	Cash and deposits
	
	
	

	    COIF
	10700.00
	
	10900.00



	    Lloyds Bank
	884.35
	
	1648.29

	
	11584.35
	
	12548.29



	Debtors/creditors


	
	
	

	     Cheques not debited
	1078.01
	
	1175.25

	     Cheques not credited


	1606.78
	
	306.71

	
	528.77
	
	868.54

	Net Assets
	12113.12
	
	11679.75

	     Represented by 


	
	
	

	    Surplus at 1 January 
	11679.75
	
	9061.42

	    Surplus (deficit) for year
	433.37
	
	2618.33

	
	12113.12
	
	11679.75

	
	
	
	


	Cash flow statement 2008

	

	Cash and bank balances at 1 January 2008
	12548.29


	Net Surplus for  year
	433.37


	
	12981.66


	less: decreases in debtors
	97.24

	        increases in creditors
	1300.07

	Cash and bank balances at 31 December 2008
	11584.35

	

	Schedule 1  Grants from Branches

	Consultancy
	
	Normal
	
	Total

	
	Avonside
	
	
	75.91
	
	

	
	Cornwall
	
	
	45.68
	
	

	
	Devon
	
	
	106.78
	
	

	
	Dorset
	
	
	129.35
	
	

	
	Gloucestershire
	
	
	155.82
	
	

	
	Somerset
	
	
	79.68
	
	

	
	Wiltshire
	
	
	106.78
	
	

	
	Total
	0
	
	700.00
	
	700.00

	

	Schedule 2  RPO Expenses

	
	RPO staff expenses
	
	1168.31


	
	RPO travel expenses
	
	960.88


	
	Total
	
	2130.19


	

	Schedule 3   Administration

	
	Meeting costs (Brewhouse Theatre)

	3026.38


	
	Secretarial expenses

	895.40

	Total
	
	3921.78

	

	Schedule 4  Consultancy


	During the course of the year, the Regional Group commissioned £900.03 of consultancy in respect of the emerging RSS. This was paid for out of the surplus on this budget in 2007 of £1558.75. We also commissioned £3510.17 in consultancy in respect of the communications initiative, paid for out of ongoing regional funds. 

Further details of the breakdown of any of the above items are available on request from the treasurer. NB RPO and Meetings secretary salaries are not shown here. They are included in the national salaries budget. 
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Somerset 
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`


Rural Affairs

Catherine le Grice-Mack

Transport

Henrietta Sherwin 


Waste


John Bull                

Representatives on regional consultative bodies 

Highways Agency South West Environment Forum Henrietta Sherwin

Regional Assembly SEEP 



Catherine le Grice-Mack

Regional Assembly SEEP



Howard Thomas (to August 2007)

Regional Assembly Minerals Review Group 
Bob Brown 

Regional Environment Network 


Wendy Lutley 

Regional Housing Forum 



Wendy Lutley

Regional Rural Affairs Forum


Catherine le Grice-Mack

South West Chamber of Rural Enterprise (CORE)
Caroline Brooks

South West River Basin Area Consultative Group 
Roger Martin 


Web site development 
         John Lee

Regional Policy Officer                

Wendy Lutley                   wendy.cpre@cloveruk.net 

01460 55329                  CPRE South West   PO Box 9   Ilminster  Somerset   TA19 9YX 

Regional Group Secretary          

Derek Stanley     
derek@dorset-cpre.freeserve.co.uk

01747 850720                                     9 French Mill Lane   Shaftesbury   Dorset SP7 8EU

All our regional submissions can be found on: www.cpresouthwest.org.uk



Thank you to Regional Group and Branch members, National Office staff, environmental partners and others who have helped during the year. 


Particular thanks to: Caroline Brooks, our regional group chair over the past two years (Caroline stood down at the year end); Barry Porter, one of our vice chairs (who was planning to return to the East of England at the year end); Catherine le Grice-Mack for her unrelenting work as one of the three environmental Social, Environmental and Economic Partners (SEEPs) in the Regional Assembly (We were delighted that Cate was reappointed during the year); Howard Thomas for his unrelenting work as an environmental SEEP and member of our management and transport topic groups (Howard retired during 2008 after making a considerable contribution over several years); and to all the other members of our team for their help with our 


submission on the Government's Proposed Changes to draft RSS 


and our associated publicity. 





Our efforts are not solely aimed externally, but also at maximising synergy between the different layers of CPRE: national, regional, branch and districts.





We ran a seminar for district groups after our Annual Meeting to assist them in engaging in Local Development Frameworks.





Our Energy Topic Group prepared material to contribute to a national CPRE Policy Committee discussion on proposed Severn tidal schemes. 





We contributed our thinking to the development of CPRE's Vision for the future of the countryside, and Strategic Plan for the next five years. 





Our RPO collated information and attended a national CPRE seminar on rural affordable housing as part of the Matthew Taylor MP review. 





We continued to encourage national CPRE to undertake research on the assumptions behind the Government's Household Projections and were pleased that a project had commenced at the year-end.





We hosted CPRE’s Trustee Board at Langport, Somerset, including a briefing on our work and a tour of the ECOS Trust sustainable building. project. 
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