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Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) and housing
· We assisted with coordination of a meeting at Parliament organised by Martin Horwood MP in January, when a number of MPs met the Minister to discuss the widespread concern in the South West at the Government's Proposed changes to draft RSS.  Georgie Bigg spoke at the meeting of community groups on our behalf.  
· In the spring and early summer we supported the development of a wider campaigning alliance (www.saveourgreenspaces.org  ). We helped to develop a mutually agreed manifesto of the key changes we would like to see to Proposed changes to draft RSS: reduced overall housing allocations; clarification of the brown-field first principle; and a priority for affordable homes. 
· We contributed to the Save Our Green Spaces’ letter writing campaign (hosted on the national CPRE website) and wrote to all MPs in the region in June. Our accompanying press release had a spokesperson for each of the seven branches and gained coverage on local radio and newspapers.
· We made sure that our statistical understanding of housing issues was up-to-date by contributing to national CPRE research that was published at the year end: Housing the future: an analysis of the Government's household projections and their use in planning for new housing (available on www.cpre.org.uk ). 

· In the autumn we issued a briefing note to branches with ideas for dealing with the difficult interim situation that had arisen - where Proposed Changes to draft RSS remained not finalised and GOSW was encouraging local planning authorities to proceed with their Local Development Framework (LDF) Core Strategies. 

· We submitted a response to the Government’s consultation on draft guidance for single Regional Strategies and continued to lobby for stakeholder engagement in the new regional structures via South West Stakeholders. 
Transport 

· We submitted comments on Regional Funding Allocation Round 2 in February, held a topic group meeting in March and in April wrote to the Minister, Paul Clark, to express our concern at the process. (When the final Allocation was published in the summer we were pleased to see some positive progress - and we were delighted when the Government refused planning permission for the Westbury bypass.)
· In July we made a written submission to the new South West Parliamentary Select Committee’s regional enquiry on transport.  We were invited to be a witness at the session on rural transport in the autumn and raised the importance of public transport for the many households in rural areas without a car. (The Committee’s report was published in early 2010 and its recommendations reflect several of our comments.)
Energy and Minerals
· Our Energy Topic Group met in April, August and December. The group’s work informed the national CPRE response to consultation on the Severn Tidal Power feasibility studies and we attended a further seminar on landscape considerations. In September we submitted a regional response to Natural England’s (NE’s) consultation on windfarm development, to continue to encourage a criteria-based approach.  
· By the year-end the group was compiling comments to contribute to the national CPRE response to the new draft National Policy Statements (NPSs) on energy and we had written to National Grid to raise our concerns at its proposals for a line of mega-pylons between Hinckley in Somerset and Avonmouth.  
· We contributed to initial planning by South West Council’s Minerals Review Group, reconvened for a review of the sub-regional apportionment of aggregates.  This forms a partial review of RSS and followed publication by the Government of revised guidelines on regional aggregates in June.
Landscape and Green Infrastructure 

· Our vice chairman, Richard Lloyd, chaired the second plenary of NE’s South West Landscape Partnership and our RPO facilitated the first two meetings of its new steering group. (The Partnership aims to raise the profile of the European Landscape Convention in the South West, including its requirement to ensure landscape is fully embedded in the planning system.)
· In March we met with NE and South West Councils to raise the profile of landscape in the proposed new single Regional Strategy. In the second part of the year our RPO drafted a paper on the regional evidence base on tranquillity to support a landscape chapter for the State of the South West Environment report 2010.  

· Our RPO attended two NE regional meetings on Green Infrastructure and we distributed a briefing note to branches to remind them of the useful policy on the subject in Proposed Changes to draft RSS. 
Rural issues – including soils, uplands and the coast
· In September we met GOSW to discuss rural issues, and our chairman, Tony Milton, attended the autumn meeting of the South West Chamber of Rural Enterprise (SWCORE). We held a Rural Affairs Topic group meeting in October to discuss a range of rural issues – including rural affordable housing. In November we contributed to a Regional Rural Affairs Forum seminar looking at a rural vision and the newly launched Rural Prospectus (a national initiative chaired by Matthew Taylor with which CPRE is engaged). 

· We researched information on Best and Most Versatile (BMV) agricultural land and liaised with NE and the Environment Agency to see if we could make the information more accessible within the region and we circulated a preliminary briefing note to branches. (Many ‘areas of search’ for urban extension in Proposed Changes to draft RSS include BMV land.)
· Our RPO gave evidence to the South West hearing of the Commission for Rural Communities’ Upland Inquiry in April and by the year-end we had established a regional e-group for coastal issues.
Developing our capacity
· Tony Milton joined us as new regional chairman in April and focused his first months on gaining an understanding of branch activity. In August Paul Bryan, whom we identified during the search for a regional chair, became chair of Somerset branch.  In the autumn we began a search for voluntary administrative support to replace our secretary who retired at the year end.

CPRE South West: Accounts for year ended 31 December 2009

	
	2008
	
	2009

	Income
	
	
	

	Grants from branches (schedule 1)

	700.00
	
	700.00

	National Office
	10399.89
	
	9060.57

	Bank interest



	521.52



	
	297.22



	Other
	254.30
	
	0.30

	Total Income
	11875.71
	
	10058.09

	
	
	
	

	Expenditure


	
	
	

	RPO costs (schedule 2)

	2130.18
	
	1635.92

	Volunteers expenses


	795.70
	
	2402.89

	Subscriptions/leaflets


	184.20
	
	265.00

	Administration (schedule 3)
	3921.76
	
	3641.49

	Consultancy (schedule 4)
	4410.47
	
	1402.50

	Draft RSS EiP expenses


	0.00
	
	1150.00

	Total Expenditure
	11442.34
	
	10497.80

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Surplus (deficit) for the year
	433.37
	
	(439.71)


	
	
	
	

	Balance sheet 31 December 2009


	
	
	

	
	2008
	
	2009

	Cash and deposits
	
	
	

	    COIF
	10700.00
	
	10700.00



	    Lloyds Bank
	884.35
	
	2572.63

	
	11584.35
	
	13272.63


	Debtors/creditors


	
	
	

	     Cheques not debited
	1078.01
	
	

	     Cheques not credited


	1606.78
	
	

	
	528.77
	
	

	Net Assets
	12113.12
	
	11673.41

	     Represented by 


	
	
	

	    Surplus at 1 January 
	11679.75
	
	12113.12

	    Surplus (deficit) for year
	433.37
	
	  (439.71) 

	
	12113.12
	
	11673.41

	
	
	
	


	Cash flow statement 2009

	

	Cash and bank balances at 1 January 2009
	11584.35


	Net Surplus for  year
	(439.71)


	
	11144.64


	less: decreases in debtors
	(521.21)

	        increases in creditors
	1606.78

	Cash and bank balances at 31 December 2009
	13272.63

	

	Schedule 1  Grants from Branches

	Consultancy
	
	Normal
	
	Total

	
	Avonside
	
	
	75.91
	
	

	
	Cornwall
	
	
	45.68
	
	

	
	Devon
	
	
	106.78
	
	

	
	Dorset
	
	
	129.35
	
	

	
	Gloucestershire
	
	
	155.82
	
	

	
	Somerset
	
	
	79.68
	
	

	
	Wiltshire
	
	
	106.78
	
	

	
	Total
	0
	
	700.00
	
	700.00

	

	Schedule 2  RPO Expenses

	
	RPO staff ensesexpenses
	
	916.69


	
	RPO travel expenses
	
	719.23


	
	Total
	
	1635.92


	

	Schedule 3   Administration

	
	Meeting costs (Brewhouse Theatre)

	2613.79


	
	Secretarial expenses

	1027.70

	Total
	
	3641.49

	

	Schedule 4  Consultancy


	During the course of the year, the Regional Group commissioned £345 of consultancy in respect of the emerging RSS and £1057.50 in respect of communications. ‘Other’ covers our contribution to the national CPRE analysis of the Household projections.
Further details of the breakdown of any of the above items are available on request from the treasurer. NB RPO and Meetings secretary salaries are not shown here. They are included in the national salaries budget. 
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CPRE promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. www.cpre.org.uk  Ltd Co no: 4302973; Reg Charity no: 1089685
Thank you - to all Regional Group members who have contributed over the year and to other branch members, national office staff, environmental partners and others who have helped us – and a special


thankyou to Derek Stanley, our regional group secretary,


 who retired after 10 years of service.








How we work - The seven branches of CPRE in the South West operate collectively through CPRE South West to influence regional decisions to ensure that they reflect CPRE policies and to support sharing best practise between branches. The main focus of our work in recent years has been to influence the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS), which will cover the period to 2026. The main regional bodies we deal with are: South West Councils (SWC) (the former Regional Assembly was wound up during 2009); Government Office South West (GOSW); and the South West Regional Development Agency (SWRDA). During 2009, the Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Bill became law requiring preparation of a single Regional Strategy (to replace the RSS and the current Regional Economic Strategy) from April 2010. Interim arrangements were put in place in the region during the year to establish a local authorities’ regional Strategic Leaders’ Board, with a joint board, drawn from the Leaders Board and the RDA, to form the new Regional Planning Body.














PAGE  
1

