CPRE South West - How we work

The seven branches of CPRE in the South West operate collectively through CPRE South West to influence regional and sub-regional processes to ensure that they reflect CPRE policies and to share best practise between branches. 
The main focus of our work in recent years has been to influence the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) for the South West. Draft RSS was published for consultation in summer 2006, including annual housing allocations down to district level. Its Public Examination took place in spring 2007 and Proposed Changes to draft RSS was published by the former Government in 2008, but never finalised. 
The new Government has just has just announced its intention to revoke regional spatial strategies, so our efforts are now focused on supporting branches with their work on Local Development Framework (LDF) core strategies. There are 35 local planning authorities in the South West with about 24 expected to reach formal consultation on their draft LDF core strategy in the next year plus. 

The main regional bodies we deal with are: South West Councils (SWC) (the former Regional Assembly was wound up during 2009); Government Office South West (GOSW); the South West Regional Development Agency (SWRDA) and Natural England (South West region). 
Our group includes: a management group comprising our chairman, two vice chairs, a treasurer and the seven branch chairmen; topic groups with specialist volunteers nominated by branches (planning, transport, housing, minerals, energy, etc); and a part-time Policy Officer (line managed by our chairman).
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