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CPRE South West (566), Matter 9/2  

draft RSS EIP 2007

9/2: Implementing and monitoring

Does the RSS adequately address the arrangements for monitoring?

SUMMARY

· The annual monitoring report of RPG10 provides a very useful evidence base for the region and much hard work has been done to achieve this. Nonetheless in commenting on draft RSS we have identified a number of areas where additional monitoring or regional assessment is required.

DETAILED COMMENTS

Additional monitoring or regional assessment is required in the following areas:

Rural and environmental quality

1. Rural character and proofing - proofing and monitoring of housing provision and other built development against DEFRA’s rural sparsity mapping and CPRE’s tranquillity and light pollution mapping - to identify different types of rural area, especially those beyond the TTWAs of the SSCTs, and meet the aim of retaining the rural character of the region.

2. Countryside character - map already included of JCAs, but regional listing of the different studies available at a more local level is required.

3. Urban quality – use of ENCAMS monitoring of the quality of the public realm. This monitoring suggests management of the public realm/ environmental quality (measured by litter, street cleanliness, etc) is not very high in the South West.

Housing

4. Affordable housing  - proportion of affordable provision to overall total, to ensure current imbalances in housing markets are not exacerbated; different types of affordable housing; progress in introduction of thresholds and targets.

5. Types of household - more detailed monitoring on types of household occupying homes to inform accuracy of trend towards lower occupancy – including ‘hidden provision’ through self-contained/partially self-contained extensions.

Natural resources

6. Carbon emissions - relative to different sectors, including transport 

7. Aggregates - monitoring of potential shortages of crushed rock and sand and gravel, including a requirement for a triggering mechanism and procedure where there may be a limit to supply, to ensure that the most sustainable alternative is identified in any sub-regional reapportionment.  
8. Construction and Demolition Waste - policy to require monitoring through planning applications; use of that information to develop regional monitoring to maximise use.

9. Water/flooding - River basin management plans - map and list of plans available to inform LDFs.

Travel and economy

10. Net job gain/loss  - and comparison with net gain /loss in housing provision - together with in- and out-commuting of settlements - in order to monitor reductions in the need to travel and self-containment and inform ‘plan, monitor and manage’ for housing. Map of travel to work areas required.

11. Monitoring of net gain/loss of employment land – including brownfield: greenfield ratio and any reallocation to housing land.

12. Basket of measures approach to the economy - including quality of life; spatial assessment of business and continuing professional development support/skills levels; progress with considering alternative economic options.
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