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Introduction – ensuring there is a ‘golden thread’ of our interests
Incorporating information form the original ‘Top tips’ handout 
Getting involved 
· Get involved in the LDF process early - ideally at the Community Strategy stage, as Community Strategies are intended to inform LDFs.

· The definitive guide is Planning Policy Statement (PPS 12). It and all the Government national Planning Policy Statements (PPSs) are available on-line via the Government’s ‘planning portal’ www.planningportal.gov.uk .
· The LDF cannot repeat national policy - so has to be read in tandem with national planning policy statements.

· LDFs are different to the former local plans - but the policies will still inform development control, so their wording still matters. They are still at a relatively recent introduction - approaches and best practice are still being developed. 
· The Local Development Scheme provides a contents list, timetable and information on transitional arrangements (including saved policies). It is therefore a useful start point for getting engaged.  

· The Core Strategy is usually (but not always) the first and most important statutory development document. 
· Where there is more detail required and/or considerable urban brown-field potential, it may be important to move forward with an Area Action Plan first to help maximise urban regeneration.

· Greater detail on, for example Green Infrastructure and affordable housing, may be covered in Supplementary Planning Documents – but these issues still need to be included in the Core Strategy.

· Sustainability Appraisal is required for all stages of the LDF – the reports may provide a useful critiquing document to assist our arguments.

· We need to make sure that our comments are relevant – a very high percentage of comments received on consultation on the Taunton Deane core strategy work, for example, were not made at the strategic level (often being too site specific) and were not therefore effective.

· We need to support good local planning authority work and policies – i.e. it is very important to support what we like and not to just comment negatively.
· We should think about what might be missing when commenting (countryside, tranquillity etc) as well as commenting on what is covered.  

Evidence base

· Evidence base - and our understanding of it (including statistics) - is likely to continue to be critical for us in local planning. It is a very important part of the current LDF process. It needs to be adequate, not only for housing, transport and economic aspects, but also for environmental interests.
· Past history matters: evidence is built up from studies over a long period of time, emphasising the importance of our continuous engagement with the process.  The Taunton Deane draft core strategy (2010), for example, has been developed from urban extension studies carried out in 2002 and 2005 and the Taunton Vision. 

· Local authority assessments of landscape character and historic landscape character, historic assets, green infrastructures studies, urban character studies, etc may all help to provide environmental evidence. 

· It is important to ask ourselves ‘How do these environmental assets contribute to local distinctiveness and identity?’ and to make sure that there is a ‘golden thread’ of our interests - ideally from the Community Strategy, and through the Core Strategy: in its Spatial Portrait, Vision and Objectives, to the policies and supplementary documents.
· Annual monitoring reports are required in the LDF process, may already be being produced and may be a valuable source of evidence base.

· Although Regional Strategies are now revoked, Proposed Changes to draft RSS and RPG10 included some very useful policies, including those on sustainability, landscape, affordable housing, etc, that we supported. Reference to these may still be useful in arguing for similar approaches and policies in LDFs in the South West - because of the evidence base behind them.  RPG10 is available via the planning portal (see above). Proposed changes to draft RSS via Government Office South West archived website.

· Our comments on draft RSS (2006), its EiP (2007) and on Proposed Changes to draft RSS (2008) were developed collectively, involving all the CPRE branches in the South West. This includes our comments for sub-regional/housing market areas which may be particularly useful as a start point for commenting on LDFs. All our previous regional submissions are available on www.cpresouthwest.org.uk  under ‘Our work’.

The Core Strategy
· The Spatial Portrait and Vision should be locally distinctive and cover the countryside and the full range of landscape, historic, and other environmental assets: ‘The Vision should be informed by an analysis of the characteristics of the area and its constituent parts and the key issues and challenges facing them.’ (PPS12) 

· Objectives English Heritage recommends that Core Strategies include either a specific objective for the historic environment or one that refers to the historic environment as part of a broader environmental objective or an objective promoting local distinctiveness. 

· Delivery strategy and policies   The Core Strategy needs to provide a strategic framework for management of historic and other environmental assets. There should also be locally distinctive policies covering environment assets.
Examination in Public (EiPs) 

· These are less formal than for the former local plans and more on the lines of the EiPs for RPG and RSS. EiP chairman are generally welcoming and interested in our input. It is always worth referring to new evidence base - or pointing out the lack of it.

Soundness
· There are documents on the Planning Inspectorate website that may provide useful references if there is any controversy about soundness. Soundness is an important issue for planning officers: they may be aware of internal conflicts within documents, but are caught in the trap of needing to demonstrate soundness ie that plans meet current government planning guidance.  
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NB This seminar was held before the change of Government in May 2010.  Please note that changes to the planning system, especially the regional tier, may have been made since these notes were compiled. 


