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C. Notes from the workshop on transport 

Introduction

· We need to make sure that a more integrated approach is taken to transport and planning for housing and other built development. 

· Start with people and the least resource-hungry method of moving them from home to service/work/school: ie walking and cycling. This requires a major re-think of the approach to transport planning.
· Plan transport facilities with an understanding of peoples' psychology: eg once one car is owned it is much easier for a household to continue to use the car rather than bus/train.

· Information is king: the majority of people who don't use public transport are in the dark about how to, where to, when to and are nervous of asking.
· There is a need for tie-in with Local Transport Plans - the next round of which are currently being developed.
Evidence base 
· Gather good data on origins and destinations, and most frequent trips.
· See also our LDF Briefing E on Green Infrastructure (GI) re the need to ensure that evidence base for GI policy and strategies covers the potential for GI to contribute to increased opportunities for walking and cycling.
Spatial portrait, Vision and Objectives
· When considering urban extensions, be clear as to what type of extension they are planned to be: as a sub-centre of the main town, with secondary services and facilities; or just a dormitory extension? 
· Think Place and how place works in meeting peoples' needs – especially in relation to a more sustainable approach to encourage reducing the need to travel, walking and cycling and public transport. 
· See our LDF briefing: Introduction re the need for core strategies to include a ‘golden thread’ of our interests (including sustainable transport), including a locally distinctive spatial portrait, vision and objectives.
Policies

· We need to press for policy on phasing of development - in relation to the ability to meet and deliver sustainable transport requirements - to be included in each LDF, now that regional spatial strategies are revoked. 
· We welcomed the wording of the proposed policies in Proposed changes to draft RSS (2008): Policy D on providing key infrastructure in step with development and Policy CS1 on community infrastructure. Reference to this wording may still be useful and provide a material consideration/relevant evidence base for LDFs in the South West. See our LDF Briefing A for further detail.

· Over-allocation, as was the case under Proposed changes to draft RSS, can result a situation where development, eg an urban extension is proposed without the ability to deliver the sustainable transport requirements it might need. This illustrates the importance of further policy at the LDF level on phasing to ensure a sustainable and orderly progression to development. See our LDF Briefing B for further detail.

Useful ammunition

· How are the DaSTS criteria (Delivering a Sustainable Transport System: Consultation on Planning for 2014 and beyond) influencing the planning for travel process?

· There are some good figures available on the costs and benefits of softer transport measures that should be helpful to campaigners (See Campaign for Better Transport).
· Make links with health providers/ public health authorities – they are very keen to promote alternatives to the car.
· Remind councillors who are worried about costs that a quality environment, where people feel safe and healthy is cheaper to run than a poor environment.
Transport campaigning nationally

· CPRE nationally should campaign nationally for a change in the bus commissioning regulations: bus and train are too expensive, and operators are unaccountable to the local authorities and have no role in delivering good spatial planning.
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NB This seminar was held before the change of Government in May 2010.  Please note that changes to the planning system, especially the regional tier, may have been made since these notes were compiled. 


