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This response is made by CPRE South West. We are part of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) and a grouping which brings together the experience of the seven CPRE branches in the South West (Avonside, Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset and Wiltshire), each of which is an individual charity. CPRE has about 10,000 members and supporters across the South West.

Our South West group consists of: a Management Group involving the chairman of each of the seven branches in the South West, together with an independent chairman, two vice chairs and a treasurer; and topic groups covering Planning and Housing, Rural Affairs, Transport, Minerals, Energy and Waste, each with a leader and representatives from each branch. We are therefore able to pull together the experience of CPRE from a local grassroots perspective. 
Our submission is based on experience over the last decade from collating branch views and experience from input to the South West planning process, and in more recent years from facilitating the exchange of best practice between branches in relation to Local Development Frameworks. It consists of: this document, 8 others covering the following questions (each with a summary at the start) and an appendix
: 

· Q1 Sustainability 

· Q2 & 3 Plan-making and joint working 
· Q5 Economic aspects 

· Q9 Minerals 

· Q10 Housing including affordable housing 

· Q13 Greenbelt 

· Q15 & 16 Natural environment & Heritage 
· Q17 Impact assessment  
Other questions are covered by our national CPRE submission - or within our response to the questions above. For example: 
· we have considerable experience of transport planning and have included comments on the need for greater emphasis on reducing the need to travel and investment in public transport under Q2 Plan making;
· our comments on the need for greater coverage of landscape under Q15 reflect in part our experience in relation to renewable energy proposals in the countryside and our concerns on design and heritage; and
· our concerns on keeping town centres vibrant are reflected in our comments on the need for guidance on urban renaissance under Q2. 
Overview
We welcome the proposed simplification of national planning policy by combining the current national planning policy statements into a single succinct document. However we have serious concerns as the NPPF is currently drafted. 
The high levels of development proposed in the last stages of the regional planning process in the South West resulted in considerable and widespread public concern at of the pace and scale of development proposed. We are concerned that potentially the draft NPPF could not only result in a continuation of this approach, but that it might result in even less sustainable outcomes  - potentially also undermining economic recovery. 

The South West is highly valued for its landscapes, not only in the many nationally designated areas, but more widely across the region: and its rural quality is valued not only by people who live here, but by those visiting. Ensuring is that our countryside is maintained for the future is therefore vital, not only for delivering the environmental and social strands of sustainability - but for the economy.

We suggest a number of approaches to ensure a more sustainable outcome: the bullet points at the start of each question provide a summary of our proposals.
******

�NB This submission should be seen as complementing the national CPRE response to this consultation by providing additional perspective and suggestions, based on our experience from the South West, for a number of specific consultation questions only. Our South West branches and district groups may also make more detailed individual submissions based on the experience of their localities.





� Appendix 1: An update (July 2011) of a summary of the economic and statistical analyses we have commissioned in recent years. All the reports referred to there can be viewed at � HYPERLINK "http://www.cpresouthwest.org.uk" ��www.cpresouthwest.org.uk�  unless indicated otherwise.
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