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Regional Household Projections
Please note: This information sheet should be read in conjunction with Housing the Future: An analysis of the Government’s household projections and their use in planning for new housing (CPRE, 2009), copies of which are available from www.cpre.org.uk. Housing the Future explains the nature of the Government’s household projections. It considers their limitations and suggests how they should be used by the planning system to determine housing requirements and guide the level and location of new development.

Although this sheet gives a regional overview of the household projections it is important to remember that the projections are neither estimates of future housing need nor estimates of future demand, although they contribute to such estimates. They are not statements of the inevitable nor are they Government policy. They simply indicate the consequences for household numbers of a continuation of recently experienced trends. 
The South West 
By 2031 the number of households in the South West region is projected to increase by 36% from 2006 levels to just over 3 million. That equates to an average increase of 32,000 new households per year.

Figure 1: Projected changes in household types for the South West
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As figure 1 shows between 2006 and 2031 the proportion of married households is projected to decrease while the proportion of one person households will increase. In 2006 47% of all households in the region were estimated to be married households this is projected to fall to 36%. The proportion of co-habiting households in projected to increase slightly from 10% to 13% in 2031.
Figure 2: Household growth in the South West, 2006 – 2031
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Figure 2 illustrates that of the 790,000 additional households projected to be created by 2031 in the South West, 62% are predicted to be one person households and 22% cohabiting. Increases are however seen in every category with married households representing 5% of the projected growth.
Figure 3: Household estimates and projections for the South West, 1981-2031
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Looking at projected growth within the South West region highlights that there is considerable variation between areas. Figure 3 and table 1 give estimates and for projected household growth for counties and unitary authorities. North Somerset unitary authority is projected to have the greatest rate of increase between 2006 and 2031 of 51%, which would equates to 44,000 new households. In absolute terms Devon, however, is projected to gain the greatest amount of new households over the period with the addition of 135,000 households. Bournemouth and Poole both have relatively low rates of increases compared to the rest of the region but they are both still projected to increase by around 10,000 households by 2031. 
Table 1: Change in household trends in the South West, 2006 to 2031 (thousands)

	
	2006
	2011
	2016
	2021
	2026
	2031
	Change 2006-2031
	Change 2006-2031 (%)

	Bath and NE Somerset UA
	74
	79
	84
	89
	93
	98
	24
	32

	Bournemouth UA
	73
	74
	76
	78
	80
	83
	10
	14

	City of Bristol UA
	178
	194
	211
	227
	241
	255
	77
	43

	North Somerset UA
	87
	95
	104
	114
	123
	131
	44
	51

	Plymouth UA
	109
	116
	123
	129
	135
	141
	32
	29

	Poole UA
	59
	60
	62
	64
	66
	68
	9
	15

	South Gloucestershire UA
	105
	113
	121
	130
	138
	145
	40
	38

	Swindon UA
	80
	86
	92
	98
	104
	109
	29
	36

	Torbay UA
	60
	64
	68
	73
	77
	81
	21
	35

	Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly
	231
	250
	270
	290
	310
	327
	96
	42

	Devon County
	320
	346
	374
	402
	429
	455
	135
	42

	Dorset County
	176
	185
	195
	206
	217
	227
	51
	29

	Gloucestershire (County)
	249
	263
	279
	295
	310
	323
	74
	30

	Somerset (County)
	224
	240
	259
	277
	295
	311
	87
	39

	Wiltshire County
	186
	197
	211
	224
	237
	249
	63
	34

	South West
	2,211
	2,361
	2,529
	2,697
	2,854
	3,001
	790
	36


One of the greatest problems in analysing the regional household projections is the lack of stability. The subdivision of the national projections into the regions introduces considerable additional uncertainty. International migration to the regions has a much wider band of uncertainty than international migration as a whole and the variability of inter-regional movement exacerbates this problem. The error bars in figure 4, for example, show the width of the 95% confidence interval for the net migration for 2006. It is clear that, for some regions, there can be no confidence that there was any population increase as a result of international migration and in the South West specifically the increase could have been very limited.
See Housing the Future: An analysis of the Government’s household projections and their use in planning for new housing (CPRE, 2009) for a discussion on how international migration affects population projections and how these in turn affect the household projections. Nationally about three-quarters of projected household growth between 2006 – 2031 is driven by projected growth in the population.
Figure 4: International Passenger Survey net migration to the English regions
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Please note: This information sheet should be read in conjunction with Housing the Future: An analysis of the Government’s household projections and their use in planning for new housing (CPRE, 2009), copies of which are available from www.cpre.org.uk. Housing the Future explains the nature of the Government’s household projections. It considers their limitations and suggests how they should be used by the planning system to determine housing requirements and guide the level and location of new development.





Although this sheet gives a regional overview of the household projections it is important to remember that the projections are neither estimates of future housing need nor estimates of future demand, although they contribute to such estimates. They are not statements of the inevitable nor are they Government policy. They simply indicate the consequences for household numbers of a continuation of recently experienced trends. 
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