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To: South West MPs          
    



June 2009 

Dear Colleague 

The Regional Spatial Strategy for the South West - asking Government to listen
We understand that the Government intends to publish the final Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) for the South West this summer. We are therefore writing to urge you to make every effort to persuade the new Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government to ensure key changes are made before the final document is issued. 
We are extremely grateful for the efforts that many South West MPs, from across the political spectrum, have made to raise our concerns and those of local people about the emerging RSS following our letter in May 2008. Our concerns have not diminished and are now shared by a wider and growing alliance of local community groups and organisations with an emerging consensus on the key changes required. 
The final RSS needs to: 

· Commit to sequential development to support urban regeneration and protect the countryside. 
· Ensure that the priority for new housing is affordable homes. 

· Have lower allocations for the overall number of new houses and no reference to ‘minimum’ figures. 
Our analysis of the latest projections continues to indicate that the overall housing allocation is unnecessarily high and should be reduced to draft RSS levels. The current economic climate, with rising unemployment, underlines the need for a focus on urban regeneration – rather than excessive amounts of open market housing on greenfield land, out of step with local needs, job availability and already over-burdened infrastructure. 

We hope you will assist us to ensure that the Government sends a strong signal in the final RSS - and in any associated statement - to ensure a properly sequenced, phased, ‘plan, monitor and manage’ approach to the release of undeveloped countryside for development. 
Yours sincerely

Wendy Lutley
Regional Policy Officer
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