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Regional decision-making processes and ‘players’

1. Regional Planning Guidance (RPG10), published in September 2001, sets the average annual housing figures for the Structure plan areas in the South West, a 50 percent regional target for brown-field take up and policies on the distribution of development and a range of other issues — all of which need to be reflected in structure and local plans. RPG10 forms the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) now that the Planning & Compulsory Purchase Bill is enacted. It is currently being reviewed to become a full, but more streamlined, RSS that will include district level housing figures and a strengthened implementation element. RSS will inform the Local Development Frameworks that will replace the current structure and local plans. The transport chapter forms the Regional Transport Strategy. It informs decisions on infrastructure investment in the region and its policies need to be reflected in local transport plans. 

2. Regional Assembly acts as the Regional Planning Body and is responsible for preparation of draft RPG/RSS and the RPG/RSS Annual Monitoring Report. It produces studies and strategies to contribute to the RSS review process, including the recently published Regional Waste Strategy.  Assembly has also developed an Integrated Regional Strategy and a Regional Environmental Strategy. It also scrutinises SWRDA’s activity and is responsible for an annual report on progress towards the Regional Sustainability Framework. It has 117 members, mostly nominees from local authorities but also including 34 Social Environmental and Economic Partners (SEEPs).

3. Government Office South West (GOSW) acts the regional arm of Government. It will draft Proposed Changes to RSS and advise the Minister on its final content. It advises Government on priorities for infrastructure spend (including transport) in the region and is actively involved in the Regional Housing Body. A regional section of the Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) within GOSW monitors implementation of the Rural White Paper in the region via the Regional Rural Affairs Forum. It produced the Regional Action plan for Sustainable Farming and Food (with SWRDA) and the Regional Rural Development Plan, the latter advised by the Regional Consultative Group (RCG). 

4. South West of England Regional Development Agency (SWRDA) - produces and reviews the Regional Economic Strategy (RES). Within that its own priorities are set by its Corporate Plan and it produces a variety of action plans, studies and more specific strategies. It is required to monitor its activity against a monitoring framework. Its relatively large staff and various board subgroups give it considerable lobbying power with both Assembly and GOSW. Its funding comes from the Department of Trade and Industry. It part funds RegenSW, the agency tasked with implementing the Regional Renewable Energy Framework.
5. The Regional Housing Body consists of a Steering (executive) group, Working group and the advisory Regional Housing Forum. It is tasked with developing a Regional Housing Strategy and advising Government on regional spending priorities to deliver housing in the region. SWRDA, GOSW, Assembly and the Housing Corporation are active partners on the steering group.

6. Regional Sustainability Framework is produced by Sustainability South West (SSW), an independent organisation that champions sustainability in the region. It works with Assembly, SWRDA and GOSW to promote good sustainability practise within regional decision-making processes.

8. Regional Environment Network (REN) provides an opportunity to share views and information with fellow environmental organisations in the region - both statutory and voluntary. It is serviced by the Environment Agency.  It nominates three environmental SEEPs to Regional Assembly.

9. South West Sustainable Transport round Table (SWTAR) - Members of our Regional Transport Topic group are members of SWTAR which allows sharing of views, information and the potential for co-ordinated and joint initiatives on regional transport issues.
10. South West Chamber of Rural Enterprise (CORE) - We are a member of this grouping which lobbies for and facilitates region-wide initiatives related to farming and other land-use industries. It is now leading on delivery of the Regional Action Plan for Sustainable Food and Farming.   

See our web site www.cpresouthwest.org.uk for links to these various organisations.
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