P R E S S   R E L E A S E

BATTLE TO PROTECT BATH 

The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) in Bath and North East Somerset is lobbying MPs to pressurise the Government into reducing the overall number of new homes planned for the region. 

It is calling on members of the public to join in the battle for less new build but more affordable housing, to protect the rural character of the area before the Government finalises its Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) this autumn. 

CPRE, a charity which is dedicated to the protection and promotion of rural England, maintains that a realistic housing allocation for the South West should be at least 5,000 new homes less than the 28,000 per annum currently recommended.

“If we don’t make our voices heard now it will be too late”, warns Georgie Bigg, chairman at CPRE North Somerset.

“The government is proposing to build 1,500 new homes as an urban extension to Bath itself with 3,000 more as an extension to Keynsham and 6,000 around Whitchurch.  That is 3 major developments, totalling 10,500 homes, all in the Green Belt. This is on top of a further 6,000 in Bath and 2,300 elsewhere in the B&NES area. Bath is a heritage city with a unique status, it will be impossible to achieve this level of new build without bringing about a dramatic change in the character of Bath itself.  We must fight to protect this beautiful city and its landscape setting.
“This summer is the last chance for people to let their MPs know what they feel about housing development in their communities and to ensure that their views are represented before the RSS is completed and housing levels are set for every district in the South West for the next twenty years”.

CPRE  has commissioned expert independent analyses* of the assumptions behind the proposed housing figures to provide MPs with the ammunition to encourage a more realistic approach to built development .
The research, which was undertaken by economic, statistical and planning consultants, indicates that the proposed housing figures have been developed from inappropriately high economic assumptions, while there is no on-the-ground evidence that increased building rates will result in price reductions. 

It advocates a more sustainable approach to housing development in the region, warning that over allocation of housing could result in developers “cherry picking” the most desirable sites, resulting in unpredictable patterns of development and less sustainable outcomes, including greater environmental damage.

The South West is already the fastest developing region in England, yet well under 25% of the new homes currently provided are affordable.  Excessive levels of open market housing would neither deliver significantly more affordable homes nor help first-time buyers.

A full version of the MP briefing and supporting documentation is available on CPRE South West’s website at www.cpresouthwest.org.uk  

Members of the public can check for the forthcoming consultation on Proposed Changes to draft RSS for the South West on www.gosw.gov.uk 

ENDS
* Reports commissioned from Chris Elton Consultancy (economic policy analyst); Stephen Custance-Baker (statistical modeller); and planning consultants Green Balance and Llewelyn Davies Yeang.  
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Notes to editors 

CPRE

The Campaign to Protect Rural England is a registered charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England.  We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside.  Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county.

President:  Bill Bryson.  Patron:  Her Majesty the Queen. 

CPRE SOUTH WEST
In the South West CPRE has seven branches – Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset, Avonside and Wiltshire. 

We welcome new supporters, members and volunteers.
Visit www.cpre.org.uk - for full details.
