P R E S S   R E L E A S E

“JOIN THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE” - CPRE BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE SOUTH WEST APPEAL TO LOCAL MPs 
TO SPEAK UP FOR RURAL ENGLAND

The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) in the South West is stepping up its fight to preserve the countryside from unnecessary development with an appeal to local MPs to add their voices to the growing alliance of groups and organisations battling to save the South West’s green spaces.
In a letter sent to all MPs across the region this week, CPRE is urging MPs “to make every effort” to persuade the new Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, John Denham,  to ensure key changes are made before the Government publishes its final plans for the future of the South West this summer. CPRE is calling for less new build and more affordable housing with a priority for urban regeneration.
	CPRE Branches across the South West speak up

	CPRE Avonside

“People are passionate about their own local countryside and what it means to them. Now is a great chance for MPs to show just how supportive they can be of their local communities to deliver what people really need instead of   what is dictated from a distance”, says Georgie Bigg, chairman, CPRE North Somerset. “More than 117,000 new homes are proposed for the Bristol and Bath areas alone and over 33,000 of those are expected to be on Green Belt land.  The Government needs to listen to the concerns of the people living and working here. This is an opportunity to brief the new minister, John Denham, on what people need so that we can achieve what is best for the region.” 


	CPRE Cornwall
“68,500 new homes are now proposed for Cornwall, 11,000 in Redruth and Camborne alone.  This is a 53% increase from the 45,000 homes proposed in the original draft for the RSS (Regional Spatial Strategy) and more than any other county in the South West”, warns Tony iltHilton, chairman CPRE Cornwall.  “We cannot understand how the Government has arrived at this figure which is completely unrealistic.  What’s more, a very large proportion of these new houses will be on green field sites, taking up valuable agricultural land. Cornwall is a unique region of small communities, we must not allow it to be ruined by rows and rows of bungalows with garages attached, destroying the very character of the county. We simply don’t have the jobs or the infrastructure in place to support these thousands of new houses which will remain unaffordable for local people. Future housing policy should be tailored primarily for people who live here.” 

	CPRE Devon

“The real problem for Devon is the serious lack of affordable homes for local people”, says Geoffrey Sworder, vice chairman CPRE Devon.  “This problem is not being properly dealt with by the policies in the Government’s proposed Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS).  If anything it is getting worse all the time as shown by the huge increase in the numbers of people on waiting lists for affordable homes. We are particularly concerned about the proposals for higher development levels around Newton Abbott, Torbay and Exeter and at the mismatch between the housing allocations proposed in the northern part of Devon in relation to job opportunities”.

	CPRE Dorset 
Bournemouth and Poole area - “The draft Regional Spatial Strategy calls for thousands of new homes to be built on our Dorset Green Belt and right in the middle of rural villages in the Purbecks”, warns Paul Timberlake, group chairman, CPRE East Dorset, Bournemouth and Christchurch. “This will have a drastic effect on rural communities such as West Parley - a village whose roots go back to Saxon times and beyond – which would have its existing 1560 homes swamped by an extra 1000.  This is a supreme example of the gross insensitivity of top down planning without the involvement of local residents. When we asked people in West Parley their views in a detailed survey (65% response rate), 97% of them were opposed to the plan." 
Dorchester -  “An additional 3,000 houses are planned for the area surrounding the small market town of Dorchester.  This level of new build simply cannot be accommodated without encroaching on the Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), which we must fight to protect”, warns Richard Nicholls, chairman, Dorset Branch CPRE.  “Two thirds of Poundbury on the edge of Dorchester has yet to be developed and there is a new huge new development underway at the old brewery site alongside Dorchester South Station. Quite frankly the local infrastructure including the health service and social services will be unable to cope, and with little local employment available, any new site will simply mean more commuters or second homes.”

	CPRE Gloucestershire

“In Gloucestershire, we are particularly concerned about the shift of focus in the Plan from the re-use of previously developed land to a policy which would bring forward early development of major urban extensions to both Gloucester and Cheltenham”, warns Richard Lloyd, vice chairman CPRE Gloucestershire.  “Vital regeneration of Gloucester would be seriously undermined and the setting of the Cotswolds AONB, (Area of Natural Beauty), unnecessarily damaged by large scale development.”

	CPRE Somerset

“It is vital to protect our agricultural land here in Somerset for the future of food security”, warns Henry Best, executive committee member, CPRE Somerset.  “Somerset towns such as Yeovil and Bridgwater need affordable housing for local people with easy access to amenities and workplaces, not homes on Greenfield sites.  The priority should be to invest in sensitive urban regeneration.” 

	CPRE Wiltshire, Swindon

"The shortage of jobs, slow progress since the credit crunch  and a possible lack of funding for major infrastructure will make delivery of the Government’s housing forecasts for Swindon  difficult to achieve”, warns Charmian Spickernell, vice-chairman, CPRE Wiltshire. “Swindon needs major sewerage infrastructure - the existing system simply cannot cope – and major public transport infrastructure. There could also be problems with water supply.  There is still much to do in Swindon town centre that needs to be achieved first, before green fields are taken, in order to build a sound basis for economic recovery." 


 “The current economic climate, with rising unemployment, underlines the need for a focus on urban regeneration – rather than excessive amount of open market housing on greenfield land, out of step with local needs, job availability and an already over-burdened infrastructure”, says Wendy Lutley, CPRE South West’s Regional Policy Officer.

“We are grateful for the efforts that many South West MPs have already made to raise our concerns and those of local people and we’re asking them to speak out for us again.  Our concerns are now shared by a wider and growing alliance of local community groups and organisations all calling for less new build and more affordable housing.  We must act now and make our voices heard.”

Campaigning groups have formed a wider alliance with the manifesto “Save Our Green Spaces”, urging people to put pressure on the Government to reconsider its plans by writing to the new Secretary of State.  A model letter is available at www.saveourgreenspaces.org .
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Notes to editors 

The Campaign to Protect Rural England is a registered charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England advocating positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Registered charity Number 1089685

The seven CPRE branches in the South West (Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset, Avonside and Wiltshire) work collectively to influence regional decision-making processes. They welcome new supporters, members and volunteers.

Visit www.cpre.org.uk - for full details. 
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