Undisturbed countryside in the South West could be lost within a lifetime

10 September 2007 - Campaign to Protect Rural England 

At current rates of loss, countryside free from major disturbance could all but disappear in most regions of England well before the end of the century. Startling new maps (enclosed) published today (Monday) by countryside campaigners CPRE [1] show that currently 50% of England is disturbed by the sight and sound of nearby roads, urban areas and other major infrastructure.



NOTE FOR EDITORS

Downloadable print quality copies CPRE’s regional and national intrusion maps (1960s, 1990s and 2007) are available at: www.cpre.org.uk/news/media-centre. [2]



SOUTH WEST FINDINGS

· The South West is England’s fastest growing region, under pressure from all forms of development. 

· The region was once the least disturbed by noise and visual intrusion in the 1960s with only 15% of its area affected, but now over 40% is blighted. 

· The region has lost another 1,170 square miles (3,000 km²) to disturbance from noise and visual intrusion since the early 1990s – an area larger than the county of Dorset. 

· At current rates of loss much of the remaining 60% of the region’s countryside could be blighted in just 70 years. 

· The South West retains important reserves of undisturbed countryside with large areas of north Devon and west Somerset relatively unfragmented. 

· All the counties – Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset and Wiltshire – have more than 50% undisturbed countryside, but all have deteriorated faster than the national average since the 1990s

